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Ince the time that I publiſhed a Book, 
called, The Hiſtory of Inf: ant- 
Baptiſm, containing many Quotati- 
ons of the Ancients on that Subject, 


which make the Book too large for poor 


people to buy or to read; I have been ad- 
wviſed by ſome Friends, to whom J owe a 
Deference, to draw up, for the uſe of tire 
poor, a ſhort Summary of the Fvidences 


therein given (making Kefcrences to by 
larger Book ) and of the proofs and Ne 


fons from Scripture, relating to that 5 


ice. I have ut found it very feaꝛable to 
bring a Controverfic into fo narrow a Come 
paſs : and am forced, for Bre: vity s-ſake, to 
refer to my mn Book. not only tor what I 
have there ſaid my ſelf, but alſo for what 
T have there quoted from the Patiers and 
ethers. Which would not be very modeſt, 
but that 1 could more. reacily and briefly 

refe; 
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The PREFACE. 
refer to that, and you alſo may more rea- 
dily have recourſe to that, than to the Fa- 
thers Works. Tou will find there their 
own Words at large, and the Book and 
Chapter where they are copied. Tis men- 
_ in the References only by this Word 
Hiſt. 

And in this Conference thoſe that deny 
Trfant-Baptiſm, are named (not Anaba- 
ptiſts, which Name they diſown ; but) Anti- 
padobaptiſts : and thoſe that pradtiſe In- 
fant-Baptiſm, are named Pœdobaptiſts. 

tn the Conference P. repreſents one that 
has formerly had Doubts about Infant- 


Baptiſm, but is now ſatisfied : And A. 


one that has now ſuch Doubts. 
7 pray God to keep us all in the Ways 
of Trath and Unity. 
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CONFERENCE 


BETWEEN 


Two Men that had Doubts 
ABUTSTT-: 


INFANTS BAPTISM. 


Am ſorry to hear, that ſince I left 
your Country, your Neighbour 70% 
N. has forſaken the Church, and is 
turn'd an Anabaptiſt. I took him for 
a very honeſt Man: and he was a conſtant 
keeper of the Church and Communion, and 


p. — 


very ſtudious iu che Scuiptures. 


A. He is ſo: a very honeſt Man. And for 
his forſaking the Church I am as ſorry as 
you: and I and ſome others have had Con- 
ferences with him on that Subject; and he 


has ſtudied the point ſo well, that he has 


ſome regret of Conſcience for the Sin of 
Schiſin, and will believe return to the Com- 
munion of the Church, provided he may be 
admitted hold ing that Opinion: But for his 


| Opinion againſt Infant Baptiſm I cannot be 


ſorry ; for I am of that Opinion my ſelf. 
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2 4A Conference between two Men 
P. I crave your Pardon: 'tis more than! 


knew. You were not accounted of that Opj. 
nion in my time: And I remember that your 


Children were Chriſtned. 

A. J was not then of that Opinion ſo 
abſolutely as I am now. But I had even then 
Doubts of the Lawtulneſs of Infant Baptiſm; 


which have ſo far increaſed ſince, that they” 
have turn'd the Scale with me; and intend, 
God willing, to adviſe my Children (when 
they are capable) to receive Baptiſm in the 
due way, and to receive it ſo my ſelf: and 


had before this time, but that I And ſome 
difficulty in getting one to baptize me. 
P. I thought they had been very forward to 


do that Office to any one that is of their 


Opinion. 


A. Ves. To one that is of their Opinion 


in all things. But I, tho of their Opinion 
for adult Bapliſin, yet have, I thank God, bin 


made throughly ſenſible of the Sin of Divi- 


ſion (1) Separation, and renouncing Com- 
munion with an Eſtabliſh'd Church, tho 


holding ſome Errors provided they be not 


ſuch as do evert the Foundation of Chriſtian 


Faith; and therefore am deſirous to continue 
in Communion: and they don't much care 
for Baptizing ſuch an one And indeed 


Was not very inclinable to receive it at their 
hands, becauſe of their Schiim ; but had ra- 


ther have received it from ſome Miniſter of 


(1) Hift, part 2, CH. Xl, \, 112, 3.4, 5» 
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3 about Infant-Baptiſm. 3 
# the Church, of whoſe Ordination to the Mi- 


. 


niſtry I am much better ſatisfied: But I find 
that cannot be obtain'd. 
P. Will not the Miniſter of the Church 
baptize you by dipping, if deſired ? 
' A. Yes, very willingly; and the Ru- 
brick (2) preſcribes it in the firſt place; if 
the Perſon be willing to venture his Health, 
which I am very willing to do, being ſatis- 
ſied that going into the Water has more of 
- Fright than Hurt in it. But they will refuſe 
it to me, becauſe they reckon my Baptiſm 
reccived in Infancy, to be a Baptiſm rightly 
adminiſtred, and conſcquently, that the bap- 
1 tizing me now, would be proper Arabaptiſm: 
which both ſides hold to be an unſhiiting 
I know thoſe that have ask'd 'em, 
and they would not give it *em: and indeed 
by their Principle cannot. So that it were 
better for me, if I had had AntipaJobaptiſt 
Parents for then the Miniſters would wil- 
lingly have baptizcd me now. 
P. What do you think to do in this 
. Caſe ? 8 
A. J hear that there are in ſome Parts of 
England Antipœdobaptiſts that are more for 
a general Communion of all Saints, and that 
do either continue in the Communion of the 
eſtabliſhd Church themſelves, or at leaſt 
will baptize a Man that does; and that do 
not require that when one renounces the 
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4 A Conference between two Men 
Devil and Wickedneſs, one muſt alſo re- 


nounce al] the Catholickx Church except 


themſelves. And I think to find out fome 
ſuch Man: For I would willingly ſo receive 
my Baptiſm, as to keep my old Creed, and 
own (z) the Catholick Church and the Com- 


mwwanim of Saints: and be baptiz'd into the 
Chriſtian Church, as ſuch, and not into any 


particular Sect. I want ſuch a Man as Mr, 
Tombs was. 

P. I do the more heartily pity your Caſe, 
becauſe I have had great Doubts about In- 
fant. Baptiſm my ſelf, and continued under 
*em for ſome Years, and during all that time 


felt great Perplexity of Conſcience. And I 


indeed was like to fall away farther than 


you are like to do: for I ſhould have gone 
totally over to em, and ſhould not only have 
forſakea the Church, but ſhould have been 


probably by this time a great Hater of it, 


and rail'd againſt it, as many of them do. 
For as for the way that you take, it would not 
have come into my Mind: *Tis you know, 
more ſpoken againſt, than either ot the other. 


You will be call'd a Jack on both ſides, a 


Halter between two Opinions. 


A. I do not halt between two Opinions; 
but do, by a Perſwaſion that is now firmly 


ſettled, hold theſe two things: 1, That 
the Doctrine of Infant-Baptiſm is an Error. 
24ty, That one is not to ſeparate from a 


(3) Ai}. part 2, Ch, 1X, 5 10. Ne 333. 


Church 


. 
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about Infant Baptiſm. 5 


/Church merely for ſome Error held, or er. 


roneous Practice vſed by them; provided 
this Error be not ſuch as does evert the Foun- 
dation. And this is owned in the Confeſſion 
of Faith of 100 Churches of Antipedobaptiſts, 
Printed at London 1699. (4) And it appears 


_ alſo by plain Conſequences from what they 


there ſay, (5) That they themſelves do not 


take this Error to be ſuch. 


P. What! Do thoſe 100 Churches live 
then in Communion with the Church of En- 
gland ? Or do they ſeparate from it, as all 
the Antipœdobaptiſts about us, you fee do? 
' A. That I don't know. But by their 
own Principles they ought to hold Commu- 
nion, if the Church would admit *em. 

P. What do you do when in the time of 
Publick Service an Infant is baptiz d? You 
cannot join in thoſe Prayers. 

A. Not in all of 'em. (6) That God 
would bleſs the Infant, and that (in caſe he 
hve to maturity) God would make him a 
good Man, I pray with the reſt. To the 
other Prayers in that Form of baptizing I 


give no Amen: but I read in the mean while 


me Chapter in the Bible. 

F. By this Rule, not only the Autipœdo- 
baptiſts, but much more the Presbyterians, In- 
dependents, &c. ought to come to Church, 
tho' they hold their particular Opinions. 
And by the ſame Rule, put the Caſe that 


(4) Ch. 26. 29. (5) In the Preſace. (6) Ht. 
gurt 2. Ch. XI. S. 7.7t. S. 4. 
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6 A Conference between two Men 


the Church of England ſhould declare for 
your Opinion of Antipœdobaptiſm, and e- 
ſtabliſn it by Vote in Convocation and by 


Law; I and others that believe Infant-Bap- 


tiſm to be the right Way, ought not even in 
that caſe to forſake her Communion : but on- 


ly getting our own Children baptiz'd, ought fe 
in other things to hold Communion. (7) 


A. 1 do conceive it clear from Scripture, 
that both theſe your Conſequences are true; 
provided you and they may be admitted 
without declaring any Aſſent and Conſent 


contrary to your own Opinions. And the 


Church of England does not require any ſuch 
(8)Aflent and Conſent in order to Lay-com- 
munion. And it is plain alſo from Scripture, 
that ſuch Communion ovght to be conſtant : 
and that the Man ſo joining ovght to avoid 
all that cauſe Diviſions, Rom. 16. 17. (i. e. 


renounce Communion with 'em) tho? thoſe 
- Dividers may hold Opinions which he thinks 


to be truer in ſome particular Matters. And 
ina word. That all Chriſtians in the World 


that hold the ſame Fundamentals, ought to 


make one Church, tho? differing in leſſer O- 
pinions: and that the Sin, the Miſchief, and 


Danger to the Souls of Men that divide in- 


to thoſe many Sects and Parties among us, 
does (for the moſt of em) conſiſt not ſo 
much in the Opinions themſelves, as in their 


_ dividing and ſeparating for 'em. 


( 7) Hift. part 2. Ch. XI. §. 6. (8) Ibid. FS. 2. 
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for about Infant Baptiſm. 7 
de- P. This way of yours, if practicable. would 

by cure at once God knows how many Milchiefs. 
ap- But yon ſee the World is not of your Senti- 
1in ment: For as ſoon as they fall into any par- 
on- ticular Opinion in Religion, they jet up a 
ght ſeparate Church for it. 8 
) As. Not all the World. *T's only Frgland 
Ire, and Holland where this Humour does fo ge- 
ve; nerally prevail. In other Parts of Chriſten- 
ted dom they (tho' holding different Opinions, 
ent yet) do account Schiſm for 'em a great Wick- 
the edneſs and a great Miſchief. And, to ſhew 
uch vou they are in the Right in thinking io, 1 
m- will (becauſe you ſeem not to have conſi- 
Ire, der'd this matter fo well as ſome others) re- 
nt: fer you to ſome plain Places of Scripture - 
void which if you pleaſe now to peruſe, 1 will be 
i.e, ſilent the while. See what our Saviour him- 
oſe ſelf ſays, John 10. 16. John 17. 11. And 
nks what the Primitive Chriſtians practis'd, Act 


und 2. 46, It. 4 32. And what St. Paul ſays, 


r1d IT Cor. 1. 10, 11, I2, It. 2. 3, 4. It. the whole 
to Twelfth Chapter. Eph. 2. 18, &c. to the end. 
O- "Where the Jewiſh and Gentile Chriſtians are 
and ſhewed to be one Body, one Houſhold, one Tem- 
in- bie fly framed together: and yet theſe were 
us, of different Opinions in ſeveral matters. 
t ſo It. Ch. 3. v. 6. Cb. 4. v. 1, fo 13. Ph.. 2. 1, 
heir 2. Where he uſes the moſt ſolemn Adjurati- 
ons to this purpoſe. But I would more eſpe- 
clally recommend to you the reading of Ga. 
: 5. 20, 21. Phil. 3. 15, 16. The 14th Chap- 
This der to the Romans, and part of the 15ch, to 
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v. 7. And alſo Rom. 16. 17. —— Have 4 


you read em? 

P. Yes, I have. And I thank you for di- 
recting me to em. For tho? there is none 
of 'em but what I had read before; yet | 
had not minded how fully applicable they are 
to this purpoſe. 3 

A. Are they not plain full and earneſt 
Do you find any of the controverted Point: 
to be determin'd by Scripture in Word; 
nigh ſo plain or pathetic ? Whatever Diſ- 


putes be rais'd, whether ſuch or ſuch a Point 
be a Fundamental; there can be no Dorbt 


but this is one of the moſt fundamental of all. 
You ſee in that of Gal. 5, where St Pau. 
gives a Roll or Catalogue of ſuch Sins as 


ſhall certainly exclude Men from Heaven, 


that he reckons Seaitions and Hereſies among 
*em. And thoſe are the Words by whiah 


he commonly denotes Parties, Factions, Di- 


viſions and Schiſms in the Church: as appears 


by comparing x Cor. 11. 18, 19. and ſeve- 
Tal other Places. | 


P. I obſerve ſome of theſe Places to re- 


quire that we ſhould be lie- minded, of the 
ſame Mind, mind the ſame things, &c. Do pot 
theſe mean that we muſt be all of one Opi- 


nion: which is the thing that we find to be 
impoſſible? 5 
A. I have read a Book of Biſhop Stilling 


feet, called The Unreaſonableneſs of Separation ; 


which ſhews (9) that the Original Words 


(9) Part 2. F. 17, 18, 19. : 
9 73 7 in 
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I at Places do ſigniſie no other than, 


what we ſay in Eroliſh, Unanimous. And 
Men may be unanimous in the Joint-Wor- 
ſhip of God, tho” they be not of the ſame mind 
in all diſputable things. And he alſo plain- 


ly thews there that that Command of St. 


Paul, Phil. 3. 15, 16. is to be applied ſo, vis. 
That if we differ about the Lawfulneſs or 
Unlawfulneſs of ſome particular Practices, 
tis to be hoped that God will in time bring; 


us to a right and uniform Underſtanding of 


**m: but that in the mean time we ſhould in 
the things mherenn!'o we have attained, or, 
wherein we arc agreed, worſhip God with a 
Joint Rule of Worſhip. But this is more: 
fully and plainly commanded by St. Paul in 
that other Place, Rom. Chap. 14. and Ch. 15. 
to v. 8. where giving Rules to thoſe that 
differ'd in Opinions, he orders 'em not to 
judge or deſpiſe one another for them : but 
to receive one another; meaning to Chriſtian 
Communion and Brotherhood, as the Scope 
of the Place ſhews. 

P. That Place is indeed full to this pur- 
poſe. And the Command he gives with ſuch: 
Earneſtneſs, Rom. 16. 17. to avoid thoſe 


that cauſe Diviſions, is a plain Proof that 


we ought not only to beware that we do 
not our ſelves make any Diviſion, but alſo: 
to avoid thoſe that do. But ſome ſay, Baptiſm” 
is a Fundamental: and therefore that they 
that differ about it, cannot be of one Com- 


B 4 
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A, That 
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A. That Baptiſm is a Fundamental, I am 
inclin'd to be of their Opinion; it is fo 
plainly commanded in Scripture, and ſo much 
ſtreſs laid on it. Which makes me amaz'd 
at the Orakers and ſome of the Socinians 
that call themſelves Chriſtians while they 


reject it. But the Parties we ſpeak of do 


both of em own Baptiſm: They differ on- 
ly about the Age or Manner of receiving it, 

P. Well. Upon the whole matter l am 
ſenſible what Thanks I owe to God for re- 


ſtraining me from the Error of Antipœ— 


dobaptiſm, which would in my Caſe have 
been attended with the Sin of Schiſm, which 
+ ſee, ten times worſe than the Error it 
elt. 

A. I ſhall be oblig'd to you, if you will let 
me know the Grounds upon which you o- 
vercame the Inclination to that which you 
call an Error, but | think is the Truth: for 
you ſay you were once inclined to it. Were 
it not that you ſeem a ſerious Man, I ſhould 
be afraid that you overcame it as People uſe 
to overcome any good Motion of Con- 
ſcience: viz. by ſtifling the Conviction you 

ä FF 

P. Not ſo: But I. had certainly yielded 
my ſelf up to it, if I had not conſulted ſome 
of more Underſtanding than my ſelf; and par- 


ticularly Mr. B. the Miniſter of the Pariſh 


I live in. And I would crave leave to ask 
you, whether you have taken the ſame courſe: 
i. Ce 
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about Infant Baptiſm. It 


1. e. whether you did propoſe to him that 


has the Cure of your Soul, or ſome other Mi- 
niſter, your Doubts about your Baptiſm re- 
ceived in Infancy, before you came to this 
Reſolution of renouncing it. 

A. I confeſs I have not. 

P. How then can you acquit this Courſe 
of yours from being raſh and precipitate in 
a matter of ſo great Moment? Thoſe Men, 
who having Doubts concerning any Practice, 
or any Doctrine received in the Church, do 
uſe all Means that are in their Power for 
clearing of the Truth; if they be yet at laſt 
miſtaken in jucging ; and the Error do, af- 
ter their beſt Endeavours for Information, 
appear to them to be the Truth; will, as we 
have reaſon to hope, obtain an eaſie Pardon 
of God for their Miſtake. But it ſeems 
plainly to be a Sin of Preſumption in any 
of us to alter, upon our own Heads, a Practice 
ſo univerſally receiv'd in Chriſt's Church; 
without ſo much as conlulting thoſe that are 
over us in the Lord, to ſee whether they can 
give any Satisfaction to our Objections, You 
would not do ſo with a Title of Land con- 
vey ed to you in your Infancy: If you thought 
you had diſcover'd any Flaw in your own 
Title, you would conſult a Lawyer, before 
you threw it up to ſeek for a new one. If 
1 did not orfcrwie perceive You to be a 
conſciemtious Man, and converſant in the 
Scriptures, I mond queſtion whether you 


Had Icarn'd thoſe fiſt Chriſtian Leſſons of 
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Humility and Modeſty ; which teach us 0? 
to be miſe in our own Conceits, This Duty of 
hearing and regarding our Spiritual Guides 
and Paſtors 1s enjoined in Texts of Scripture 
as plain and expreſs as thoſe you recommend- 
ed to me, Eph. 4.11, 12, 13, 14. where *tis 
ſhewn to be neceſlary for us, in order to 


our Preſervation, from being rofſed to and fro, 


carried about with every wind of new Dodl rine. 
Alſo The. 4. 12, 13. Heb. 13. 17. Mala- 
chi 2. 7. and many other ſuch Places. I am 
{ure it is that without which I ſhould have 
been undone. . 
A. What I ſaid before againſt Diviſions, 
may ſatisfie you that I am no Deſpiſer of 


the Church or the Miniſters thereof. But 1 


have read many of the Books written for, as 
well as thoſe againſt Infant Baptiſm. Moſt 
of the former are written by Miniſters: And 

tis in their Books that we expect the beſt of 
their Reaſons apd Proofs, | 


P. I had done the ſame: But I find that 


that without the other, is not nigh ſo uſeful, 


A living Guide at hand, to explain things 


that are obſcure, anſwer any emergent Ob- 
jection, Inforce and clear an Argument 
where it ſeems deficient, &c. is a Help great- 
er than one would think. A Man that can 
read a good Phyſic- book, may think himſelf 
able to preſcribe Medicines to himſelf out of 
it: but he commonly makes mad Work of 
It, if he go about it. Beſide that, in this 
Caſe of Spiritual Direction, theſe are the 

| Men 
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Men whom God has appointed to watch 
for our Souls, as they that muſt give account: 
and he is molt likely to give a Bleſſing to his 
own means. | 

A. Did you find Mr. B. willing te diſ- 
courſe calmly and friendly with you? I have 
heard that they generally are apt to deſpiſe 
a Man that comes with theſe Scruples; aud 
rather to chide, deride, and perhaps hate 
him; than patiently hear, his Reaſons, and 
take pains to fſatishe him. 

P. 1 had heard the fame. But I found by? 
Experience that there is nothing more con- 
trary to Truth than that Iaſinuation; which : b 
ſeems to have been ra1s'd oa purpoſe to ob- 
ſtruct the Fruit of their Miniſtry, . Tizey do 
on the contrary own that this is one of their 
proper Buſineſſes, and that one of the greareſt 
Diſcouragements they meet with, i-, to find | 
that People have fo lirtle Regard for their | 
Advice and Aſſiſtance, as not to ſend for 
'em when they are tick, conſult 'em when 
they are in any Doubt, &. When | had, 
in Diſcourſe with any Antipc1»bapriſts, 
met with any new Argumenr or Objection _ 
that did puzzle me, and came o him wich 
it; he did nor only patiently ge me the 
hearing, but alio ſhew'd an unwillingneſs to 
part with me, tilf he had given ſull Satisfa- 
ction to my Mind: Or if rhe Caſe requir'd, 
he would ſhew me ſome Book to read at my 
leite, where that matter was more fully 
cicar'd. In a word, as I have occaſion to 
loye 
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14 A Conference between two Men 
love him better, ſo I am ſatisfied that he 


loves me better than he did before I gave 


him that Trouble. 


A. I may then perhaps take your Advice, 


and diſcourſe with our Miniſter or ſome o- 
ther, before I fully reſolve. But in the mean 
time I defire you to let me know what 


were the chief Reaſons by which Mr. B. ſa- | 


tisfied you. 

P. it was the Work of ſeveral Conferens 
ces, reading of Books and Places of Scri- 
pture, to which he referred me. And you 
can't think that the Subſtance of all that 


can be given in this Half-hour without great 


Diſadvantage to 
ment. | 
Ai. I ſhall make Allowance for that. On- 
ly tell me the chief Heads of Matters. I 


the Force of the Argu- 


will conſider, confer and read Books about 
*em at my leiſure. 


P. He firſt adviſed me (ſeeing I had al- 
ready read and thought much of that mat- 
ter) that 1 would let him know which of 
the Reaſons and Objections brought by the 


Antipœdobaptiſts I could anſwer my ſelf, 


For they bring many Arguments, ſome of 


more Weight, ſome of leſs, and ſome of 


none at all. | 
A. This was a good Method, both to 
ſhorten the Diſpute, and make it more di- 
ſtin& and clear. 5 
P. I told him; That, 
1. 1 did already underſtand that 5 the 
EXE 
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Ir ext of St. Matt. 28. 19. (which is the chief 
Account of Chriſt's Commiſſion to baptize 


the Nations) Go Je therefore, and teach all Na- 
tions, baptizing 'em. The Word which 1s 
tranflated, 7; each, does not properly ſigni- 
he (1) Teach; but make Diſciples. Or, 
enter Diſciples: Or (to expreſs it in one 
Word, as our Saviour does) Diſciple all the 


| Nations, or Projelyte to me all the Nations, 
ef baptizing * em. 


A. Well That is granted by all the under- 
— Men of our Opinion. 
P. 2dly, That whereas in the Text of John 


3. 5. Except a Man be born of Water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of- 


God; ſome Antipedobaptiſts do catch hold 
of the Word, ( 2 ) Man, there, and ſay, it 


muſt be a Man grown, and not a Child ; 1 


underſtood that to be a Miſtake proceeding 
from Ignorance of the original Word : and 
that our Saviour's own Word is ſuch as ſig- 


niſies, any one, or any Perſon, Man, Wo- 
man, or Child. 

A. But was not this to yield the whole 
matter at once? For if no Perſon, Man, Wo- 
man or Child can in God's ordinary way 
enter the Kingdom of God without Baptiſm; 
is not this a Proof that Children as well as 
grown Men muſt be baptiz'd ? 

P. 1 do think ſo now; that this Text is 
enough to carry the whole diſpute before it. 


(1) Hiſt. part 2. Ch. X. F. 3. Pp. 377. (2) Hit. part 2 
Ch. II. . 1. MEER 5 


But 


q 
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But I thought then that tho' the Words be 


p_ = _ 
7 


general, yet we muſt interpret 'em with a 


Limitation to ſuch Subjects as are capable of 


the thing ſpoken of : and I could not then 
conceive that a Child, tho? he. might be born 
of Water, could be ſaid to be born of the 


Spirit. And beſides; I queſtion'd whether 
by that Phraſe [born of Water and of the Spi- 


rit] was meant Baptiſm at all: or whether 
it were only an Allegorical Phraſe, denoting 
by the word Water, only the internal clean- 
ſing or Sanctification of the Heart (3). But 
theſe things he cleared to me afterward. 
Another thing which 1 owned of my felf, 
was, Ther was ſatisfied that a Child is not 


uncanable of being enrer'd into a Covenant 


with god. For this was the expreſs Order 
of God himſelf; Deut. 29. 10, 11, 12. You 
ſtand this day all of you before the Lord: your 
Captains, &c. your little ones, &c. that thor 
ſhould ſt enter into Covenant with the Lor d thy 
God, and into his Oath. And that they might, 
and did, receive in their Infancy an out- 
ward Sacrament, viz. the Sacrament of Cir- 
cumciſion, as a Seal of this Covenant, is al- 
ſo plain and confeſſed. So that I my ſelf 
was able to ſee the weakneſs of all thoſe Ar- 


guments in the Books of the Antipœdob p- 


tiſts which repreſent an Infant's being en- 
ter'd into any Covenant at all with God, as 
an abſurd or ridiculous thing: and that l ac- 


(3) Hiſt. pit 2. Ch, X. G. 3. p. 380. 
counted 
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- 1 counted all ſuch their ſayings as make a 
Mock at this (becauſe the Child has no 
f Senſe) to be very profane; as caſting a 
Reproach on the Wiſdom and former Con- 
duct of God khimſelf in appointing Circum- 
ciſion to Children eight Days old. 
4 Moreover, whereas ſome of 'em ſay, That 
this Covenant which the little ones were en- 
ter'd into, and which was ſealed to chem by 
Circumciſion, was only a carnal Covenant 
to give e'm the Land of Canaan, and to en- 
gage em in ſome carnal Ordinances, and 
contained no Spiritual Privilege or Engage- 
) ment in it; I could ſee my felt the Falſhood 
, of that Pretence. For in Gen. 17. where 
Circumciſion to the Infants is inſtitvted. the 
p 
5 


Stile of the Covenant is; Walk before me, 
and be thou perfett. And on God's part, not 
only to give 'em the Land of Canaan, but 
ö thus; 70 be a God to thee, and to thy Seed af- 
/ ter thee, v. 7. And fo likewiſe in the fore- 
ſaid place of Deut. 29. (where the little ones 
. are enter'd) That he may be a God unto thee. 
ö And in Ch. 30. (which is one continued Re- 
- cital of the Terms of the Covenant then en- 
T ter'd) And the Lord thy God will circumciſe 
= __ thine Heart, andthe Heart of thy Seed, to love 
* the Lord thy God with all thine Heart, &c. v. 6. 
= _Andon the Man's Part, v. 16. To love the Lord, 
a 10 walk in his ways, to keep his Comman dments, 
- Ke Theſe ſurely are Spiritual Things, 
and what our Saviour calls the firſt and 
great Commandment. 
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18 4 Conference between two Men 
And for the Covenant of the Ten Com- 
mandments in Horeb, I perceiv'd that it was ;, 
made with the Infants as well as others. For th 
40 years after (when all (4) that were 20 th 
; years old at the giving the Law were dead in hx 
the Wilderneſs) Moſes ſays, Deut. 5. 2, 3. ly 
| The Lord made a Covenant with us in Horeb. th 
Even with us, who are all of us alive here this 
day. Moſt of theſe were Infants and little w. 
Children at that time. So that I counted it fa 
| plain, that Infants may be enter'd into a Co- o/ 
venant with God, to do ſome ſpiritual Du- is 
ties hereafter, of which they at preſent can ot 
have no Knowledge or Senſe ; and to receive #t 
ſome ſpiritual Privileges A 
A. Whether you call this Covenant a tt 
carnal or a ſpiritual Covenant ; The Right ol 
to it was conveyed down in a carnal way £1 
from Father to Son by a fleſhly Generation; 
| and was a particular Privilege of the Off. te 
ſpring of Abrabams Body. b 


P. The Covenant had this property, that II 
whoſoever was in it, had a Right to bring tl 
all his Children to be enter'd into it in their 0 
Infancy. But this was not limited or con- t! 
hn'd to the Offspring of Abraham's Body: 0 
for the Words are; (5) He that is born in tbe tl 
Houſe, ov bought with Money of any Stranger, L 


which is not of thy Seed, &c. muſt be circumciſed, V 
And ſo a Proſelyte was to circumciſe all hs t 
Malts (6), and then he was to be as one born t 


( ) Ni m . 14. 325 33. . 28. 64, C5» (30 Gen. * 
17. 12, 13. (8) Exod. 12. 48, 49. . { 
3/6 
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| in the Land. So that the Covenant extended 
then ( as it does now) to all of any Nation 


that would come into it : and they were to 
bring into it all the Infant Children, not on- 
ly of their own body, but all that they had 


the legal Cuſtody or Poſſeſſion of. 


A. But here is a Queſtion hotly diſputed, 
whether the Circumciſion given to theſe In- 
fants were to them a Seal of the Righteouſneſs 
of Faith, That it was ſo to Abraham himſelf, 
is expreſly faid by St. Paul, Rom. 4. 11. even 
of that Faith, by which he is the Father of al 


tem that believe under the Goſpel. But the 


Antirœdobaptiſts do deny that it was ſo to 
the Infants ; becauſe they were not capable 
of having any Faith at the time of their Cir- 
cumciſion, as Abraham had. 

P. This Diſpute ſeems to me only a con- 
tention about words. For as the Pœdo- 
baptiſts will not pretend that it was to the 
Infarts a Seal of any aQual Faith then at 
that preſent wrought in their Hearts: ſo the 
other cannot deny that it was to the Infants 
the Seal of a Covenant then entred, by which 
Covenant they were engag'd to believe in 
the true God when they came to Years of 
Diſcretion. For I quoted before, the very 
words of the Covenant engaging 'em to love 
the Lord, to walk in his Ways, &c. And 
that ſuppoſes Faith in him. 

And you may obſerve, that St. Paul in 
Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8. when he is going to quote 
ſome Paſſages out of that very recital of the 
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Covenant in Deut. 30 (into which the little 
ones were entred, Deut. 29.) premiles to che 
Quotation theſe words; But the Righteouſne!s 
which is of Fa th ſpealeth on this wiſe : And 
then having recited thoſe paſſages ; he adds; 
This is the word of Faith wh ch we preach, 


A. But do you think that the Covenant 


made to Abraham, into which the little ones 
were admitted, did contain any Engagement 
on God's part, to give an Eternal Life after 
this; which is the cheif thing in the Goſpel 


Covenant. 


P. Not only I do think ſo; but all Chri- 
ſtians, except the Socinians. And it is plain 
by our Saviour's Words. For he at Matt. 
22.3 1. proves to the Sadaucees the Reſurre- 
ction of Abraham to eternal Life from theſe 
words; I am the God of Abraham. And 
thoſe very words had been part of the Co- 
venant ſealed by Circumciſion. Theſe Sad- 
ducees were the only Men in the 7ewiſh Church 
that denied the Reſurrection: and our Sa- 
viour here tells em, they err, not knowing the 


Scriptures But all the Orthodox Jem be- 


lieved and expected it, as we perceive by St. 
Paul's Appeal to them themſelves, Acts 24 
15. And it was from this Covenant (which 
was ſealed by Circumciſion) that they ex- 


pected it. 


A. lt is, you know, diſputed between the two 
Parties, whether Abrabam's Covenant were 


the ſame with ours: The Antipœdobaptiſts, 


many of em, ſay, No: for ours is called, 
He » 
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Hleb. 8. 6. a better Covenant, eſtabliſhed upon 


better Promiſes. 

P. I know it is ſo diſputed, But that in 
which they are agreed, and which in plain, 
is enough for our Purpoſe, viz. That in both 
Adminiſtrations, Faith in God, and Obedi- 


ence to him is requir'd, and a Faith allo of 


the Meſſiah; the Jews: believing him as to 
come, we as already come: And that in both 
there are deliver'd Promiſes both for this 
Life, and for that which is to come. On 
which Account St. Paul, Gal. 3 8. calls the 
former by the Name of the Goſpel preached 
before to Abraham: and at ver. 17. The Cove 
nant confirmed before of God in Chriſt. And 
that in both of 'em there is granted the Di- 


rection and Afliſtance of the ſame Spirit. 


They are alſo agreed on the other ſide, that 
now ſince the actual coming of Chriſt, there 
are more clear Revelations of the future 
Glory, greater and ſtronger Motives to 
Faith and Obedience, (which if we neglect 


or deſpiſe, we ſhall be Tabje&t to greater 


Condemaation ) a fuller and more particu- 
lar Knowledge of the Nature and Offices of 


Chriſt, and of his Work of Redemption 
wrought tor us, &c. On whica Account 


ours may be called, in ſome Senſe, a new or a 
better Covenant : tho? the Subſtance of the 
things declared, enacted, and revealed, be 
the lame. | 

But the only thing that concerns our pre. 
ſent Purpoſe, is this; That an Infant then 
Was 
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was entred into a Covenant containing in 
it an Engagement to ſuch Spiritual Things 
as he could no more underſtand, then an In- 
fant now can underſtand the things cove- 
nanted at Baptiſm. 

So far therefore I told Mr. B. I could 


of my ſelf in anſwering the Doubts and Ob- 


jections againſt Infant Baptiſm ; that I could 
ſee plainly that an Infant is not 'uncapabie of 
being enter'd into a Covenant with God, 
obliging him to do and to believe ſome things 
hereafter, (if he live) of which at preſent 


he can have no ſenſe; and that upon ſuch 
his Entrance he may be made immediately 


an Heir of Eternal Life by Covenant, which 
will hold good ſo long till he by actual (ins 


does break the ſaid Covenant. And that! 


conceived this Tranſaction, that was then 


done by God's Command in Spiritual things, T mn. 


to bear ſome Reſemblance to what we ſee 
every Day done in Temporal Affairs: name- 


ly, a Deed of Land with Covenants is ſeal- 
ed to an Infant, and the Guardian in the 


Infant's Name ſeals the Counterpart : There 


is no difficulty. in underſtanding that the 


Infant, when he grows up, muſt (if he will 
hold that Land) perform the Covenants 
mentioned in the Deed: and that if he will 


not, he loſes all Right to that Inheritance; 


but in the mean time the Deed is not inſig- 


nificant, becauſe the Infant does not under- 
ſtand it. 


A. You 
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A. You granted that an Infant is not un- 


capable of all this; but that ſuch a thing is 


poſſible to be done, if God pleaſe : and that 
ſome ſuch thing was done by his Order in 


the Caſe of Circumciſion. But this does not 


prove, That (now, ſince Circumciſion is abo- 


liſhed) we muſt ſet up any ſuch Practice in 


Spiritual Things without an Order from 


him. 


P. No. Sol thought then, that this does 
not follow. Neither do I think now that it 
follows meerly from thence; that becauſe an 
Infant is capable of ſuch a Token of a Cove- 


nant as Baptiſm is, therefore it muſt be gi- 


ven to him. But this takes off the Force of 


all thoſe Arguments of the Antipœdobap- 


tiſts, which they raiſe from the Incapacity of 


an Infant. One half of what they ſay, is, 


not only that God has not order'd Infants 


to be baptiz d; but alſo that it would have 


been an abſurd or fooliſh thing to order it. 
And they do not mind, that all the Jeers 
they caſt upon Baby- Baptiſm ( as they call 


it ) taken from the Incapacity of an Infant 
for ſuch an holy Ordinance, do reflect upon 
the Wiſdom of God, who appointed Cir- 
cumciſion, which by the ſame Rule they 
may call Baby. Circumci ſion. 

Mr. B. alſo ſhewed me after ward Grounds 
from Scripture that do much confirm the 
Conſequence from the Uſe of Circumciſion, 
to that of Baptiſm. Bur I am telling 
you as yet, only how far I could argue or 


anſwer their Arguments my (elf. A. 


e ei 
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A. Thus far you could go: and I do not 
ſee but you might go ſo far upon good 
Ground. What were the remaining Diffi- 
culries at which you ſtuck? 

P. Nothing but that which you men- 
tion'd juſt now. That tho? there is no Rea» 
ſon but Chriſt might have order'd Baptiſm 
to Infants proportionably to the Uſe of Cir- 
cumciſion ; yet that I could not find that he 
had done ſo. And therefore I queſtion'd 
whether it were his meaning that Infants 
ſhould be enter'd (at leaſt by any viſible 
Token) now, ( tho” I ſaw plainly they were 
formerly) becauſe neither he nor his Apo- 
ſtles have expreſſed any ſuch thing (as it was 
plainly expreſſed before) nor have given 
us any Example of it in the New Teſta 
ment. | 


that was a thing in which [ am ſure Mr, B. 
could not ſatisfie you. Pray, what did he ſay 
to that ? | 

P. He ſaid that our Saviour's Command to 


Diſciple the Nations baptizing cn, being given | 
in very ſhort and general Words, expreſſing 


only the Term Nations, and not deſcend- 
ing to expreſs particularly the Sorts of Per- 
ſons that make up the Nation; it was neceſ- 
ſary, in order to our judging whether he 
meant Infants and all, or only the Adult 
Men of the Nations, to mind (7) what was 


G) Hf. Introduction, 8. 13 2. 
then 


A. Well. That is the cheif of all. And 
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tunen and before that time uſually done in the 
"Jewiſh Church in receiving any Proſelyte of 
the Nations, that caiiie over from his Hea- 
theniſm to the true Religion, and deſir'd 
that he and his Child might be admitted 
into Covenant with the true God. 
And that it was uſetil alſo to know how. 
the Primitive Chriſtians (who liv'd ſo nigh 
the Times of the Apoſtles, as that they might 
eaſily know what the Apoſtles order'd with 
reſpe& to Infants) did practiſe this Com- 
mand. | 

And as to the firſt of theſe Things : He 
made me underſtand (what I knew not be- 
fore) that ſuch a Proſelyte of the Nations 
was won't to be baptiz'd, and his Children 
likewiſe. (8) 

A. This is News. He was wont to be 
circumcis'd, he and all his Males ; we know, 
But baptiz d: How did he prove that? 

P. From a great many Paſlages in the 
Books of the Jewiſh Writers, who in ſet- 
ting down the Cuſtoms of their Nation, do 
mention the baptizing of ſuch a Proſelyte 
and his Children, Male and Female, as ordi- 
narily as they do the circumciſing of the Male 
ones. 

A. Did he ſhew you theſe Paſſages in the 
Books themſelves? I wiſh I could be ſatisfied 


whether there be any Truth in this matter 
of Fact. | 


() Bift. TurcduR.sS, 2, 3. 
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P. The Books themſelves are written in 
the Hebrew or Chaldee Language. But there 14 
are ſeveral Engliſ and Latin Writers of un- © 
” queſtionable Credit, that do quote the Pla. th 
ces: ſuch as Dr. Hammond, Dr. Lightfoot, C 
Mr. Selden, Ainſworth, &c. Of theſe he ſhew- 8 p, 
ed and lent me ſome, and directed me to o- 
 thers. They do produce the Words of the © 7 
+ Jewiſh Writers, name the Book and Page, 4 
and give the Tranſlation. He lent me alſo A 
kt a Book called, The Hiſtory of Infant- Baptiſm, 
where (as in the Book it ſelf, are given the ,:. 
Paſſages of the eldeſt Chriſtians concerning ,,, 
their baptizing Infants, ſo} in the Intro- 01 
duction, the chief of theſe Places concern- 51 
ing the Jewiſh Baptiſm are collected; and 
References given to the Books beforg-na-, 5 
med, and a great many others, for any one 2 
that will, to find more of the ſame. I 5 
ſpent two or three Weeks in getting and w. 
reading theſe Books about the Jewiſh Bap- w 
tiſm of Proſelytes and their Children, and at ex 
laſt was fully ſatisfied that they had ſuch a pe 
Cuſtom: And I underſtand by a late Book fo 
of Leo Modena (9) and by ſome other Ac- _ 
5 counts, that they have the ſame Cuſtom ſtill, gr 
ifany Proſelyte come over to them. And! yy, 
found that tno' there was a Diſpute (1) be- 83 
tween Dr. Hammond on ons fide, and Mr. th 
Selden and Mr. Tombs (who was the moſt Pi 
Learned of the Antipœdobaptiſts) on the to 
(9) Hiſlory of the Fews part 5 Chez, (1) Hiſt, 
Litroduct. $. 3. 


other Bi 
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1 |” other ſide concerning the Children of natu- 
e ral Jews, yet they all agree, that the Infant- 
Children of Proſelytes were baptized : And 
that it was a common Phraſe with them to 
„ call ſuch Infants, Proſelytes, as well as their | 
-. Parents.For they have ſuch Sayings as theſe; F 
J- \ (2) I with a Proſelyte, his Sons and his I 
e Danohters be made Proſelytes; that which is 
„ _ done by their Father, reaounds to their good. 
0 And again. 
„ (3) A Profelyte that is under Age, is bap- 
le tied upon the Knonleage Cor Profeſſion] of 
8 the Houſe of Judgment [Ci e. the Synagegue 
or Church of the Place] Aud the, become to 
I" biw a Father. And again. 
d An Iſraclite that takes a little Heathen Child, 
or finds an Heathen Infant, aud haptiges him 
W for a Proſelyte: Behold he is a Proſtlyte. Nai 

mon. Halach. Aibdim. c. 8. For it ſeems that 
d was their Cuſtom with Infant Children 
* whom they either took in War. or found 
at exposd in the High-ways by their Heathen 
a Parents. Of which you may ſee more in the 
ON foreſaid Books. 
Ai. If | were ſure of this; it would go a 
ll, great way with me. For ſuch a Cuitom 
11 would direct one to another Scnſe of our 
Saviour's rd, Diſciple, or, make D:/ciples, 
than } ſnou otberwiſe have thought cf. For 
putting che iſe that it was then eng: 
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he to baptize h Infants, and call em Pro- 


(2) Gemarn Bib, Chetuùcth. 8 (3) Mai mou. I. 
lex Bia, 0,13. 8. 7. . 
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Felytes, and they were uſually ſaid to be 


ruade Proſelytes (which ſeems much the ſame 
Word as Diſciples) our Saviour's Command 
in theſe Words; Go, Diſciple, or make Di. 


ſciples all the Nations, baptizing 'em, would 


ſeem to me to include the Infants as well as 
Others. For a Man is to take words in that 
Senſe in which they are current at the Place 
and Time in which they are ſpoken. Sorhat 
it would in that Caſe ſeem to me n«ceſlary 
that our Saviour, if he meant they ſhould, 


in baptizing the Nations,not baptize Infants, 


as had been uſually done, ſhould have ſaid 


£0. . 
P. You draw naturally the ſame Conſe- 
quence that Mr. B. urged to me, For when 


] had read the foreſaid Books, and owned 


my ſelf ſatisfied that there was ſuch a Cu- 
ſtom, he ſaid to me; © Suppoſe an Anti- 


© peedobaptiſt Congregation ſhould ſend one 


© of their Teachers to ſome Heathen land, 
© with a Commiſſion of theſe Words; Go, 
© Diſciple that Nation, and baptize em; He 
© indeed would not think himſelf command- 
© ed to baptize the Infants, becauſe that was 
© not the Cuſtom of the Church that ſent 
him. But ſuppoſing a Miniſter be ſent by 
© the Church of England with a Commiſſion 


© of the very ſame Words; Go, Diſciple that 


Nation, and baptize em; would not he 
think himſelf commanded to baptize the 
© Infants of ſuch as were converted and bap- 
£ 2iz'd ? I granted, he would: becauſe that 


Was 2 


* 4 
„ 
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x them much the ſame as the Book of Canons, 
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0 was the known Cuſtom and Meaning of the 


Church that ſent him. So ſays he, when 
the Apoſtles were {ent with a Commiſſion 
given in the ſaid Words; What could they 
think other, but that they muſt do as had 
been uſually done in the Church where they 


and their Maſter had always lived? 


He ask'd me allo this Queſtion ; Suppoſe 
our Saviour had bid the Apoſtles, Go, Di- 
ciple all the Nations, and {inſtead of baptizing 
had ſaid] circumciſe em; Mult they not have 


* circumciſed the Infants of the Nations as 


well as the grown Men, tho? there had been 


no expieſs Mention of Infants in the 


Commiſſion ? I granted it. Then, faid he, 
What is the Reaſon that in caſe ' ircumci- 
* fton had been appointed to the Gentile Na- 
© tions, It muſt of courſe have been given to 
© Infants ? I faid ; becauſe the Apoſtles knew 
of themſelves that Circumciſion was uſually 


given to Infants. He deſir'd me to draw 
the ſame Conſequence from what the Apo- 
ſtles muſt know of Baptiſm uſually given to 


Infants. 
A. I ſhou'd be almoſt of his Mind, if the 


matter of Fact were certain. But of what 


Credit are thoſe Jewiſh Books that mention 
this Cuſtom? 


P. They are ſich as the Tews own forthe 


moſt Authentic they have, except the Bible, 
And not only the Books of particular Men, 


but their Miſna and Talmud (which are to 
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30 Ao Conference between two Mu 1 
or the Rubrick are with our Church) are full 
of theſe Orders about Receiving and Bapti- 
Zing Proſelytes; the Men and their Chil- 
dren. Now how fallible ſoever the Jews 
were in judging what is fit to be done; yet 
they cannot fail of being ſufficient Witneſ- 
ſes of the matter of Fact, and able to tell 
what was actually done among themſelves. 


A. From what Authorities in Moſes's Law 


did the Jews infer this Neceſſity of a Proſe 


Iyte's Baptiſm ? 


P. They reckon that the whole Body of 
their Nation, Men, Women and Infants, _ 
was baptized unto Meſes (not only in the 


Cloud and in the Sea, as St. Paul ſays they 


were (4) for the Cloud and Sea covered 


Men and Children all alike, but alſo) juſ. 
Hefore the giving of the Law, in Exod. 19 
where Moſes is order d thus, v. 10. Sanctife 
the People to day and to morrom, &c. They hold, 
that the way by which Moſes TanQified *em 
on thoſe two Days, was by waſhing 'em (for 
they prove from many places of their Law, 
that by Sant y:ng is often meant Waſhing: 
eſpecially where any Man is ſaid to ſanctifie 


Other Men.) And ſince it was commanded 


in Numb 15. 16, One Law and one Mann 


Hall be for you and for the Stranger, Lor Pro- 


i-lyre] &c. They conclude, that as their 
en Nation, Men, Women and Children, 
were entred into Covenant by the Sanftilr 


| (4) 1 Cor, I'0. I, 2. 


cation 
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A about Trfant=Baptiſm. 
cation of Waſhing or Baptiſm : ſo ought a. 


i FE Proſelyte ; and, if be will have dis Children 
.  entred, ſo ought they. 
1 A. I ſee it is neceſſary to R w the Senſe 


in which the Words of any La were uſed at 
et the time when that Law was g 9. But does 
tit not ſeem ſtrange that we 041d have need 
to recurr to the Jewiſh Tau, for ſettling 
« à Point in our Religion? | 


pa F. Yon expreſs that Oveſtion nproperly. 
>... The Point of Proſelyting (or ring Di- 


ſciples) the Nations, is fettied by n iſt. But 
ot ſince he was a Jew by Nation, and poke 
-;, the Phraſes of that Language; what hinders 
e but that we may learn from Jewiſh, Books 
ey what that Phraſe of Proſclyting, or, mabinę i- 
ed; Jciples, did then uſually ſignifie in that Lan- 
if guage? One of the main Articles of our Faith 
9 is, that Chriſt was crucified; and ſince Cru- 
jr Ccifying was a ſort of Death not ordinari- 
1d, ly uſed by the Jews, but by the Romans, (for 
em it was the common way by which any Roman 
for Slaves, gulity of any notorious Crime, were 
ww, Executed) we underſtand by Roman Writers 
„ What ſort of Death it was, the Cruelty of it, 
5 the Form of the Gibbet or Croſs to which 
led they were nailed, &c. more particularly 
nz than we do by the Words of Scripture. 
ro» And yet no body is ſo ſilly as to ſay we 
et Sound the Belief of that Article upon the 
en, Roman Hiſtories. *Tis only the Uſe and 
proper Signification of the Word that we 

learn from them. 

C 3 


A. If 
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A. If this was the meaning of the Word, 
Di cipling; and this was the Cuitom to make 
the lufaat-Children of Proſelytes, Diſci ples, 
(as well as the Parents) and call em ſo, and 
baptize 'em; the Rules and Conditions of 
this Diſpute are turn'd upon the Antipœdo- 
baptiſts. For whereas they uſe to ſay; © Since 
* Baptiſm was a new Ordinance inſtituted 
by Chriſt; his ſaying nothing of Infants, 
© 15 a Sign he meant not to inchd&them. It 
* Will be rather ſaid on the contrary ; Since 
it was no new Ordinance, but a thing that 
* had been uſually given to Infants; his not 
© excepting of Infants, is a Sign he meant 
© Not to exclude them. So that the Proof 
will be on them to ſhe that Infants are for- 
bidden to be baptized. 

P. You lay no more than Dr. Lightfoot (a 
Man of the greateſt Skill in the Hebrew Cu- 
ſtoms and Language) iays on this (5) Argu- 


ment. I Baptiſm and the baptizing of Infants 
had been a new thing, ana unheard of till John 


Baptiſt came, as Circumciſion was till God ap- 
pointed it to Abraham; there would have been, 
1) doubt, as e pre / Command for baptixing 
Infants, as there was for Cirtcumc iſing em. But 
when the baptizing of Infants was a thing com- 


monly known and ſed, as appears by inconteſt a- 


ble Evidence from their Writers; there need 
not be expreſs Aſſ rtions that ſuch and ſuch Per- 
ſons were to be the Obje& of Baptiſm, &c. 


(5) Harmony on Tchn 1. 25. 


| And 


r i. MI 
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And is another Book (6) having ſhewn ag 
large that this was the Cuſtom, he concludes, 
That ſince it was ordinary in all Ages vefore to 
have Infants baptized, if Chriſt would nave had 
that Cuſtom aboliſh'd, he would have expreſiy 
forbidden it. So that his and the Scriptures ſi- 
lence in this matter does confirm aud eſtabliſh 
Inf ant- Baptiſm for ver. (7) - 

And there is a Quotation Which Mr, B. 
ſhewed me froma Chriſtian Writer ot rhe 
eldeſt times, which farther confirms this No- 
tion and Meaning of the Word, D:/cipiizgto 
have been then in common Ui? It is from 
Tuſtin NMartyr's Apology for the Chriſtian 
Religion to the Emperor Antoninus Pius, 
This Juſtin was himſelf a Jew (1 mean a Sa- 
maritan Jew ) born in the Apoſtles times, and 
converted to "Chriſtianity about Thirty 
Years after; And he ſpeaking there of the 
continent Lite led by the Chriſtians, ſays, Se- 
veral Perſons among us Stxty or Seventy years 
Old, of both Sexes, that were diſcipled to Chriſz 
in their Childhood, d continue Virgins. He 
uſes the very ſame Word that is in the Text 
of St. Matthew; Go, Diſciple the Nations, 
vaptizing em. And this, he ſays, was done 
to them in their Childhood. 

A. 1 ſhall judge better of this matter,when 
I read the Books you mention. 

P. Our Saviour alſo Matt. 10. 42. ſpeaks 
of a Cup of cold Water given to one of thoſe 


(6) Hor. Heb. on Mat. 3. (7) Hit. Intraduct. S. 5. 
4 little 
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34 A Conference between two Men 
little ones in the Name of a Diſciple. 


it you read the ſaid Books, viz, That the 
Jews did commonly call the Baptiſm of ſuch 
a Proſelyte, his (8) Regeneration Cor, being 
born again] and ſo do all the Chriſtians of 


thoſe eldeſt times call the Chriſtian Baptiſm | 
by that Name, (9) and the ſaid Juſtin Alar- 


ur lor one. This puts it beyond all doubt, 
that our Saviour by thoſe Words, John 3. 3, 
F. Except any one be born again, born of Water. 
&c. does mean Baptiſm. For that was the 
common Phraſe for it at that time. 

A. This takes off one of the Objections 
Which you ſaid you had againſt applying 
that Text to the Proof of Infant-Baptiſm. 
But what ſay you to the other, Bo: of Water 
and of the Spirit? How can a baptized Infant 
be ſaid to be born of the Spirit ? 

P. There are ſome Operations of the Ho- 
Iy Spirit, as working, actual Faith, Repen- 
tance, Cc. in the Heart, of which an Infant 
indeed 1s not capable. But when God does 
apply the Pardon of Original Guilt, does 
transfer a Perſon out of the State of Nature 
into the State of Grace and of the Chriſtian 


Covenant, does unite him as a Member into 


the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, accept him 
for his Child, &c. Theſe Things and theſe 


Promiſes are ſpoken of in Scripture,as done, 


ſealed, and applied to the Perſon by the 


(8) Hiſt. Introduct. . 6. (5) Hiſl, part 1. Che 11. 
5. 3. Cb. 3. f. 2. part 2, Ch. 6. . 1. | 
| | Spirit. 


But 
there is one thing more, you will obſerve, 


C} 


* | 9 » 4 [1 
FARE MM TY © YE» 


about Tafant- Baptiſr n. 35 


7 Spirit, Now of theſe latter an Infant is ca- 


pable. And John Baptiſt is ſaid to be filled 


with the Holy Ghoſt even from his Mo- 


ther's Womb. | 

And a Perſon that is capable of ſome of 
the great Ends of Baptiſm wrought by the 
Spirit, may be baptized for them, tho* he 


be not as yet capable of all the ſeveral Ends 
for which Baptiſm is deſigned. For our 
Saviour, who was not capable of Remiſſion 
of Sins, Regeneration, & c. was baptized for 
the other Ends that Baptiſm is deſigned for. 


Mr. B. ſhew'd me where the chief of the 


Antipœdobaptiſts, (1) Tombs, Danvers, &c. 
do own this Application of Chr:/t's Spirit to 


Infants, and God's putting them into Chriſt, 
uniting them to him by his Holy Spirit. And 
the Ancients do ſpeak at the lame rate. (2) 

A. Then *tis in this Senſe, | luppoſe,that 
the Church of England gives thanks to God, 
That it has pleaſed him to regenerate the baptized 
Infant with his Holy Spirit, to receive hin 
for his own Child by Adoption, and t9 incorpo= 


vate him into his holy Church. 


P. Ves, doubtleſs. 

A. But will not this Text ſo cleared from 
the Objections, and underſtood thus L That 
except any Perſon, Man, Woman or Child, 


be baptiz'd, they cannot enter into the 


% 


(1) Hit. part 2. Ch. PLS, 1. (2) Hiſt. part 1: 
Cb. XV, Ses. 5.4 9. . 
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36 A Conference between two Men 
Kingdom of God? prove too much in your 
Senſe in reſpect of ſuch Infants as by ſome 
unavoidable Accident do miſs of Baptiſm. _ 
P. Not more than it does now in your 
Senſe, being underſtood of all grown Per- 
ſons; many of whom do. after they have 
reſolved to receive Baptiſm, wiſs of it by 


ſuaden Death, G c. All ſuch Tects of Scri- 


pture are to be underſtood with an Allow- 
ance, vis. nat ſuch or ſuch an Ordinaace 
is appointed by God as the ordinary Means, 
(3) or ordinary Condition of Salvation: 
Not that we are to bind God to the Means 
that he has bound us to. As in the Caſe 
of Circumciſion omitted, tho' the Rule were 
as peremptory as this; That Soul ſhall be cut 
„F: Vet where his Providence made it im 
practicable he did not execute the Penalty; 
and yet in ordinary Caſes the Rule ſtood 
firm. 

A. 1 think the Antipœdobaptiſts general. 
ly have in this reſpect the moſt 8 
Opinion of any. They (moſt of em, 
of em, except ſuch as pry into the Des 
of Election and Reprobation ) are very Po. 
ſitive that all Children (dying in Infancy } 
baptiz'd or not, born of Parents godly 0. 
ungodly, Chriſtians, Turks or Heathens, de 
90 to Heaven. | 

. This were to good purpoſe, if th 
Kingdom of Heaven were at their diſpoſing. 


(3) Hiſt. part 2. Ch. VL J. 7, 8. 


But 
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ö about Infant Baptiſm. 37 
i * But if we have no Promiſe of God, it is 
1e not a Promiſe of Man that will keep vs from 

Deſpair. I remember a Saying of St. Au- 
ir. fin (4) againſt the Pelagians (who denied. 
r. any Original Sin in Infants, and ſaid, if In- 
ve fants died unbaptiz'd, they might be ſaved, 
yy i, . e. be in ſome good Place hereafter, tho“ 


e 


i-. not in the Kingdom of Heaven) Let us not 
v. of our own Heads promiſe any Eternal Salva- 
ce tion to Infants without the Baptiſm of Chriſt, 
s, © which the holy Scripture, that is to be preferr 4 
n: to all humane Wit, dots not promiſe. 

ns A. What made theſe Pelagians ſay, They 
ſe ſhouid not goto Heaven, and yet be in ſome 
re other good Place? 

ut P. They ſaid they ſnould be in ſome good 
m. Place, as having no Sin. But they did not 
y; dare ſay, They ſhould go to Heaven, except 
od they were baptized; becauſe cur Saviour 


had given that Rule laſt mentioned; Excepe 
3l- any one be born of Water, &c. 


Jo A. Then they judged that that Text does 

all include Infants and all. 

ees P. No Chriſtian at that time made any 

50 doubt (5) of that. Suppoſe you have a Child 
) . that is Jiketo die, and ſome adviſe you to 
„ pray for its Soul, and others diſſwade, ſay- | 
dc ing; All Children are ſav'd, whether you | 


4 9 1 
pray for 'em or not: Which would you 
coung the moſt Charitable of theſe ? Wl 
7 h- © 9 1 
17. -*. Iſnonld take the Counſei of thoſe that 

Y dvited me to pray. | 
4 
(4 / 
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P. Do the ſame in reſpect of thoſe that 
adviſe you to baptize it. For you ſee that 
in both theſe Texts, that of Matth. 28. 19. 
and this of Joh. 3. 5. our Saviour's Words 
are general and univerſal ; Al the Nations; 
Every Perſon: And that the Reaſons which 


the Antipœdobaptiſts bring, why Infants + 


ſhould not be meant as well as others, do 
fail of Proof. Therefore it is good to be 
ſure : and take the Advice of the Judicious 
Mr. Hooker , (6) If Chriſt himſelf, who giveth 
Salvation, do require Baptiſm 5, it is not for us 
that look for Salvation, to ſound and examine him 
whether unbaptized Men may be ſaved [by 


Men he means any Perſons of human Nature: 


for he is there ſpeaking of Infant-Baptiſm] 
but ſeriouſly to do the thing that is requir'd, and 


religiouſly to fear the Danger which may grow 


by the want thereof. 

A. But they ſay, they do not promiſe this 
of their own Head. Our Saviour ſpeaking 
of little Children, Mark 10. 14. ſays; Of 
ſuchis the Kingdom of Heaven. Therefore all 
Children go to Heaven, 

P. He ſays; Of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Which proves that they are capa- 
ble of going to Heaven : and that many In- 
fants do go thither. But he adds at the ſame 
place: Therefore ſuffer em to come to me, 
and forbid [or withhold Jem not. And ſince 


our Saviour is now preſent with us only 


) Hiſt, part 2, Ch, VI. S. 1. 
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about Infant Baptiſm. 39 
in his Ordinances and Sacraments, what way 


have we to bring our Children to him, as he 
orders, but by Baptiſm to offer and dedicate 


dem to him? And here I would ask you one 


Queſtion ; They ſay that all Children, Hea- 
thens Children and all go to Heaven. Do 


they judge that Heaven is their natural Por- 


tion, as being human Creatures, and becauſe 
they are born of human Race? Or that they 


have it by the Merits and Purchaſe of Chriſt 


and his Death ? 

A. Oh! by Chriſt. They do not offer to 
ſay that the Kingdom of Heaven is given 
to any human Creature, but only for the 
ſake of Chriſt's Merits, 

P. Now does it not ſeem to you ſtrange, 


that the Children of Heathen Men, of ſuch 


Men as are without Chriſt (as St. Paul ſays, 
Eph. 2. 12.) and ſtrangers from the Covenants 
of Promiſe, having no hope, and without God in 
the World, ſhould have an equal Intereſt in 
Chriſt with the Children of Chriſtians who 
do offer and dedicate both themſelves and 


their Children to Chrit ? And that there 


ſhould be no more Promiſe to a good Chri- 
ſtian for his Children, than there is to the 
Children of Pagans ? St. Paul having told 
the Epheſians that they had been ſuch Stran- 
gers from the Covenant, &c. ſays in the next 
Words; But now in Chriſt Jeſus, you who 
were ſome time far off, are made nigh by the 


Blood of Chriſt, But it {ſeems they had been 


nigh once before, viz. in their Infancy. Pray 
3 telt 
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tell me. Do they count ſuch Infants Members ſit 
of Chriſt, uniced to him, Parts of his Body 
the Church, redeemed by him, included in 
his Covenant and Purchaſe ! 

A. They do not ſay, that ſuch Infants or 
any Infants are Members of the Church. For 


that would prove that they muſt be bap. |. 
tiz'd ; Baptiſm being che Entrance into the 
Church. And what they would ſay to your 
other Words, Members of his Body, united, 
Redeemed, Covenant, Purchaſe, &c. I know 
þ not, (I believe ſome of them would ſay one 
thing, and ſome another) but that they are 
faved by him, they ſay. f 
# P. The Scripture calls the Church, his 
Body: (7) and him the Saviour (8) of the 
1 Body: But that he ſhould be the Saviour of 


5 any that are not of his Body, is beſide the 
4 Scripture. And that alſo puts every where 
1 a great difference between being ix Chr. / 
70 on one ſide, and of the World, or without Chrijt, 
il or in the Kingdom of Darkneſs, on the other, 
But that one Place of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 7. 14. 
does moſt exprefly ſhew the different State 
| of ſome Infants from that of others; for 
be puts a Caſe in which heir Children world 
| be unclean: but nom, fays he, they are holy, 
A. | wiſh we had a good Comment on 
that Text. I mult frankly own to yoy, that 
am not very well ſatisfied with the Expo- 
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about Tafant-Baptiſm. At 


F fition which thoſe of our Opinion give of it ; 
That St. Paul perſwading there the Man 


that had an unbelieving Wite, not to put 
her away, becauſe ſhe an Unbeliever is ſo 
ſanctified by him a Believer, that the Chil- 
dren are holy, ſhovld mean no more than this; 
That' they are not Baſtards. For I do not 
ſee that they would have been Baſtards, if 
both the Parents had continued in Unbelief. 
Nor do I find the Words ever ſo us'd, that 
Holy ſhould fignifie Legitimate 4 or that Un» 
clean, when oppos'd to Holy, (as it is here) 
ſhould ſignifie Baſtard. Nor does that ſeent 


to have been the Doubt, or Queſtion put by 


theſe People to St. Paxl; Whether the Uſe 
of the Marriage- Bed did in {ach caſe conti- 
nue Lawful, and the Iſſue Legitimate : but 
whether the continuing of Cohabitation 
were adviſable, conſidering the Danger of 
being drawn to Idolatry, and the Abomi- 
nation which the Heathen Husband muſt 
have of his Wife's worſhipping of Chriſt, or 
the Chriſtian Husband of his Wife's wor- 
ſhipping of Idols in the ſame Houſe: and 
con ſider ing that St. Paul had before writ- 
ten to em (ꝙꝰ) not to company with Fornicators, 
Idolaters, &c. 

P. If one read the Place attentvely from 
ver. 1 2, to 16, he ſhall plainly perceive( what 
you ſay ) that the Query which they had 
Written to St. Paul about this matter, was 


9 *, Cor. 5. 9, 18, 
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not of Lawſul or Unlawful ; but of Expedient, * 


flieering Party to cohabit, would not in ſuch 
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or Inexpedient. For they had ſent to him 
ſeyeral Queries about ſeveral Matters, as ap- 
pears at ver- 1. Now concerning the things 
whereof you wrote to me. 

Some of their Queries had been about the 
Lawfulneſs or Sinfulneſs of ſome things. And 
to them St. Paul anſwers not by way of his 
Advice, but by the Authority of Chriſt ; as 
at ver. 10. 1 command; yet not J, but the 
Lord. 

But to this Queſtion, of Cohabitation in 
caſe of different Religions, he anſwers in 
another ſtrain ;To theſe ſpeak I, not the Lord. 
And his Advice is not abſolute neither: for 
he adviſes the continuance of dwelling to- 
gether only in caſe the unbelieving Party be 
willing. If any Brother [i. e. any Man that 
has embraced Chriſtianity J hath a Wife that 
believeth not, and ſhe be pleaſed to dwell with 
him, let him not put her away: and the Woman 
that has a Husband that believeth not, and if be 
be pleaſed to dwell with her, &c. Now this 
is what he would never have ſaid, if the 
Queſtion had been of Lamful or Sinful: as, 
Whether the unbelieying Woman would 
have been in the State of an Harlot to a Chri- 
{tian Husband, or the Children ſo begotten, 
Baſtards. For the Willingneſs cf the unbe- 


a Caſe have mended the matter at all. For 
a willing Harlot, that is pleaſed to dwell with 
« Man, is as bad, it not a worſe, Harlot 

than 


x 2 * 1 


. . ͤ - 3. . AR 3 


about Infant- Baptiſm. 43 


. than one that is over-perſwaded againſt her 
Will, and the Children as much Baſtards. 


And beſides How could a Man that had 


had ſeveral legitimate Children by his Wife, 
whilſt they were both Heathens, fall into a 
Doubt that thoſe that ſhould be born to 
him after he became a Chriſtian, would be 
Baſtards merely becauſe ſhe would not be- 
come a Chriſtian too? 


A. J am perſwaded, as I ſaid, nat St. 


Paul means ſomething more by Sandtified, 
Dnclean, and Holy. But what he means I 
Cannot tell. For the Interpretation given 
by the Pœdohaptiſts of Holy, i. e. Federally 
Holy, or, in Covenant with God, is far-fetcht 
too. It makes St. Paul prove a thing that 


was obſcure by a thing that is more obſcure. 
would not have you part. The unbelievin 

Wife is ſanctiſied by the believing Husband, ſo 
that the Children which ſhe ſhall bear to him ſhall 
be in Covenant, In what Covenant do they 


mean? in a State of Salvation? 


P. Some explain it ſo: in the Covenant 
of Grace. But ſome others ( who will not 
allow that a Child who after proves wicked, 
ever was in a State of Salvation ) do, by 
Covenant Hvl'neſs, mean only a Right to 
Church. Privileges: every one that is a Mem- 


ber of the viſible Church, has a Right to 


Church-Privileges, and ſo is Holy in that 
Reſpect; tho? every ſuch Member is not in 
a State of Salvation. And from the Child's 
having that Covenant Holineſs, they conclude 

| 1 
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44 A Conference between two Men 
its rigat to the Seal of the Covenant. 


You cannot deny that this ſenſe of the 4 
Word, Hoh, is much more agreeable to 31 


general Uſe of that word in Scripture, tha 

the other. Holy, i. e. belonging to God, ac: 
cepted of God, ſet apart to Ged. And Untlean, 
i. e. ot of Covenant with G od, is a very com- 
mon uſe of the Word. Ads 19. 28. Rom. 


11. 16. 
A. Pray, how did Mr. B. expound tuis 


Text to you? 


P. He confeſt that there have been various 
Interpretations of it. Eut that which feem- | 7 
ed to him more natural, plain and agreeable | ? 


to the Scope of St. Paul there, than any of 
theſe new ones, is that which, he ſaid, was 
moſt current among the ancient Chrictians. 


And I alſo do think it ſo, ſince 1 have 
conſider'd and compar'd it with the Text: 


but 1 confeſs at firſt it ſeemed very new 
to me, becauſe the Senſe in which we 


have been us'd, in theſe late times, to take | 


Words, do's prejudice us againſt any other; 
tho many times that other do upon a ſearch | 


appear to be the Ancient ſenſe of em. 


A. What was his IRCErPretation, which 
you "hoy | 1s the Ancient one ? 

P. Firſt he obſerv'd to me, that the Word 
which is there tranſlated U is ſanctiſied] is in 
the Original L has been ſanctified ] (1) 

A. | have ſeen many on both ſides recite 
it ſo. But how then came our Tranllators 
to alter the Tenſe ? P. 


(1) Hiſt, part 1. Ch. XI. x, 11, 


— 


1 
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it 
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Pi. The Properties of Languages are, it 
he 1% ſeems, ſuch that that is ſometimes neceſſary, 
he £ when theSenſe requires it: And they thought, 
in it ſeems, that it requir'd it here. But ſo it ĩs 
c. in the Original: An unbelievins Husband has 
1, beer ſanctified by his Wife : And on unbelicw- 
n- ing Wife has 3 ſanẽt ie d by ber Husband, &c. 
2 4 And by this the Ancients underſtand Thas been 

converted „or, per ſwaded to receive t! 1<Chriſti- 
is | q an Faith and Baptiſm) or, as St. Paul expreſ- 

'Y | ſes it in the verſe next but one, has been ſa- 
us | ved by her. 80 in 1 Cor. 1. 1, 2. 7⁰ twoje that at 
. Corintlrare ſanttiſied Þ or, (as it is there alſo 
«| in the Original) have been jan{tified] called to 
f I be Saints, i. e. to all that have embraced Chri- 
1s ſtianity there: or, have been baptized : for 

\ the Word, Santlified, is by al] O14 Chriſtian 
e Writers frequently uſed for Baptized, 
| A. Well. Suppoſe it to be fo: The un- 
y | believing party has oftentimes been converted by 
e | the believing Party. This indeed agrees well 
e with St. Pauls Scope: For he is there per- 
F ſwading em to ſtay with their unbelieving 
b Partners on account of this hope, and 'tis the 

ſame incouragement that he ales, v.16. What 
1 Luoweſt thou oh U "ite, whether thox ſhalt [ave thy 
1 
1 


” Husband? &c. But fill I don't ſee how this 
gives much light to what follows; Elſe were 
your Children unclean + but now they are holy. 

P. You muſt note that the Word here 

2 Tranſlated L holy J is in St. Paul's Epiſtles, 
s (hen 'tis applied to Perſons) far oftner 
tranſlated, Saints: however they happenes 

crc 
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46 A Conference between two Men | 
here to tranſlate jt, holy. And that Word. 
Saints, was in il ſame uſe then, as the Word beco 
Chriſtians is with us. As in the Creed, The the 
communion of Saints is nothing elie but the me 
communion of Chriſtians, And St. Paul's | 3. 

direction of his Epiſtles, To all the Saints at be? 
{ſuch a Place, is as much as to ſay; To all the 
Chriſtians there. And the Word that he uſes /#c 
here, which we read, holy, is the very ſame Þ' 
that in the Creed, and in the directions the 
aforeſaid of St. Paul's Epiſtles, is tranſlated T] 
Saints. | Ly OC 
A. Now I begin to underſtand your | 

meaning: The unbelieving party is generally | W. 
prevail d on by the believing party, Were it not Sc 
fo; the Children of ſuch Matches would be | | 

brought up to Heatheniſm : But now we ſee they, hi 
are generally made Chriſtians, or Saints, This | P. 
is what you underſtand St. Paul to ſay. 7 
P. You take it right. He would have em 
ſtay with their partners that did not yet be- 
lieve: and perſwades 'em thus; It frequent 
has been ob ſer v' d, that an unbelieving Husband | | 
has been ſanctified, or, brought to the Faith, | 11 
and ſo to Baptiſm, by his Wife: And likewiſe * 
an unbelieving Wife by her Husband. Were it | 
not ſo, that the Faith of the one did generally | © 
prevail againſt the Infidelity of the other: tac | 
Children of ſuch of you as are ſo matched, would 

be generally kept unbapti & d, and ſo be unclean, | 
But now we ſee, by the Grace of God, a contrary | 
Effet: For they are generally Baptix d, an 

* 


— 
i 
1 nd * 
[ Y 


rd become holy Saints, or, Sanctiſied. (2) Tis much 
the ſame Advice that St. Peter gives to Wo- 
men that had unbelieving Husbands, 1 Pet. 
3. 1. That if any obey not the Word, they may 
be won by the Converſation of the Wife, &c. 


mn 
73 
1 


ſuch Children are now, we ſec generally Baptix d. 


or Brethren, 
was all you wanted; that there ſhould be in 
Scripture mention of any Infant baptiz'd. 
1 am apr to doubt that this Interpretation 


Paœdobaptiſt that was puzzled with that ob- 


gi. 3. pag. 378. (3) Hit. part 1. Ch. XIX. . 19. 


about Infant-Baptiſm. 47 


A. Do they think that St. Pa means; 


P. Ves. The term Saints is not given in 
the new Teſtament but to Baptized Per ſons. 
They called no other by the Name of Saints, 


A. This fits your purpoſe indeed. This 


has been invented to ſerve a turn by ſome 


jection of the Antipœdobaptiſts, that there is 
no Example of it in Scripture : Not that it 
has come naturally into the Mind of any 
Reader ; but on that occalion. 

P. 1can, as it happens, cure your doubt, 
For there are upon Record ſeveral (3) Com- 
mentaries of Ancient Chriſtian Writers up- 
on this Text, who do expound it much to 
this Purpoſe. And I have noted down the 
Words **© two of 'em that liv'd 1309 Year 
ago, and had never heard of any Antipœd o- 
baptiſt, who do explain it juſt in the Senſe 


(2) Hift. part 1. Ch. xl. 5. 11. Part 2. Ch. 16! 


that 
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chat I mention'd. I will, if you pleaſe, ſhew © did 
you their own Words. He 


A Ho do you know, firſt, that they had b 
never heard of any Autipedobapriſt ? > This ©2241 
| muſt have been within 300 Years of the E 
it Apoſtles time k 7h, 
# P. They do both of' em ſay at other a 5 b. | 
A of their Books that they never did. or 


Fl Ai. Now thislooks very odd. How ſhould ? 5 


1 | Men that liv'd at a time, when no Antipœæ- 11 
. dobapti had been ever heard of, come to on 
Wt Tay in their Books that they never heard of * 
ph. any? What gave *em occaſion to ſpeak of 
it then? of 
1 P. They diſputed about Original Sin, as! 


* told you before. The Pelagians ſaid there is 1 
* no ſuch thing. St. Ai in ſaid; why then pe 
are Infants baptized, if they have no Sin? 74 


FT They anſwered, (4) It was, that they might ni 

ll be ſanttified [ or made Saints] in Chriſt. St. 
Arflin faid, He had never before met with _ + 
any Chriſtian, Churchman or SeQtary, (that of 
owned the Scriptures) nor read any Chriſti- | * 


an Writer, who Taught any other Doctrine, 

but that lufants are to be baptiz'd for pardon '# 4+ 

of Sin. From whence it is my conſequence, ti 

that much leſs had he heard or o of any , 
that denied that they are to be baptized at e 
all. 

Pelagius was reproach'd by ſome people, 
that by denying Original Sin in Infants, ge  « 


(4) Bip. part Ch X. 8. 17. 


did 


9 = — 


about Infaut-Baptiſm. 49. 
ew did deny any neceſſity of Baptiſm to them, 
He anſwered in a rage; (5) That the thing 
had 2 which they accuſe him of ſaying, was a thing 
"his # that he never heard any Man, no not any impious 
th.  Seftary, ſay. For who, ſays he, is ſo ignorant of 
that is read in the Goſpel meaniug John 3. 5.) 
4 to hinder Infants from being baptix d, and 
born again in Chriſt, and to make em miſs of 
ald the Kingdom of Heaven ! For tho he thought 
a Child dying unbaptiz d would have no pu- 


25 niſhment, as having no Sin; yet he thought 
* it could not come to Heaven, as having no 


e | Intereſt in Chriſt. 
A. Did not Tertullian live before theſe 
: Men ? | 


3 P. Ves. He did. 3 | 5 
_ Ai. Then how is this Senſe ? They never 
12 heard of any one that ever was againſt In- 
* 7 fant Baptiſm : and we know he gave his O pi- 
A nion againſt ic. ( 

th P. You obſerve right. It muſt be con- 
2. cluded that they had never ſeen (7) his Book 
7 of Baptiſm: For he having revolted to He- 
«1 reſie; his Books were not much read by 


» * Churchmen: And that Obſervation of 
| theirs, that there had been none before their 
time of that Opinion, do's not hold, with- 
'7-| Out. an exception of that one Man. (7) But 
Neuen he in the trueſt Editions (8) ſpeaks a- 


5) Hiſt, part 1. Cb. XIX. $. 30. (6) Hiſt. p'rt 1. 
e ch If. S. 5. (7 Hiſt. part 2. Ch. X. §. 2, 0 5. 


gainſt 


— 
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gainſt the uſe of it only at ſuch times when 


19 Hiſt. Part TIN Ch, . §. 2 


zed: 


ꝛed 
there is no urgent Neceſſity by the Child's | wor 
being in danger of Death. MM 7 
A. Well. What is the Comment on this Epi 
Text, given by thoſe Two Men? mal 
P. You ſhall have it in their own Words, þ tim: 
St. Auſtin ſets down the Text; (9) An un- and 
believing Husband has been ſanctiſied [ fo he © ove: 
reads it; and ſo it is in the Original] by his} | the: 
believing Wife : And an unbclieving Wife by| bad 
her believing Husband. And on that gives 
this Comment; 7 ſuppoſe it had then happened did 
that ſeveral Wives had been brought to the Faith} the 
by their believing Huibanas, and Husbands by Wil 
their believ-ng Wives, And tho' he does nth - 
mention their Names, yet he makes uſe of their] tha 
Example to confirm bis Advice. Then he ſets k PC: 
down the reſt of the Text, elſe were your the 
Children unclean ;, but now they are holy, of 
Lor, Saints. ] And gives this Comment. 
For there were then Chriſtian Inſants that.] pt! 
were ſanitifica, Lor made Holy, or, Saints]} ys 
ſome by the Authority of one of their Pa-.“ 
rents; ſome by the conſeat of both: Which| 1» 
would not be, if as ſoon as one party believe, th 
the Marriage were diſſolved; and the Infidelityl I. 
of the parties were not born with, till there met 11 
an opportunity of believing. By an Infant's be- 1 
ing /anilified by the Authority of its Parents, J 
can be meant nothing but its being bapti- fic 


en 


4 


that make no more of it than the At; 
pœdobaptiſts 99: But that the melt. and 
thoſe che moſt Ancient, do 1 derſtald it 

of baptiſmal Holineſs. 
| pture, or Arguments that h. 
105 4 
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about Infant Baptiſm. 51 


| ꝛed: And the Word Sanctiſied, is a common 
4 word with him for Baptized. 


Pelagius wrote a Comment on both the 


| | Epiſtles to the Corinthians, And on that Text 
makes this Comment: (1) There were bj th 


time Examples, both of Auen whom their Vive 


and of Women whom their Husbands had oa. uh 
boxer to Chriſt; and of 3 concasnin, n hom 
the Chriſti an 4 ere even of ene o their Lare uts 
ö . had prevailed that they # 71 m ( Hiadt Chriſt Lans, 


A. This IS ide NAT 48 „a expla in it. Bur 


1 d not Mr. P. own to you that ſome at 


the Ancients expound the Text oth 


wiſe ? 


P. He did own that there are ſome (2) 
1 
7 
: 


A. Are there any mers leres Gf ICt1 = 
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52 Conference between two Men 


and inftate the partaker in the Privi. . 
leges of the Church of God, and to denote}. ſti 
the Obligation of the Party if he lives) to Te 
Faith and Obedience. ma 


That Baptiſm is a Seal of the Covenant, ] A4 
| which is for Subſtance the ſame Covenant] or 
5 that was eſtabliſh'd then: and therefore that! # 
God's Command to give the Seal in Infancy 3 

then, does continue 4 Command to us, an! £ 

is à ſufficient Declaration ot his Will to wh 7 

now, unleſs he had ſomewhere declared an! oy 
Alteration of his Will in that regard. ti 

That the Seal ſhould be given indifferent. 8 

iy to all Nations, and to both Sexes, did need = 

. particular Declar ation ( becauſe that wa: GN 
otherwiſe in the caſe of Circumciſion.) And}. : 

That is accordingly particularly declared b)] _ 

St. Paul, Cal. 3. 28. where ſpeaking of Bil 5 

ptiſm, he ſays, "there is in reſpe of it neither} © 

2 720Y Creek, Bond nor Free, Male nor Fe. oy , 

zale, i. e. there is no difference betwee: 00 

che m : bat that there ſhould be neither yourgh © 8 

nor old, needed no Declaration, becauſe th 1 

Was 4 ruled Caſe before in the Uſe ( both c. 5 

Tewiſh Baptiſm, of which we ſpoke before, 15 

and) of Circumciſion it felt. It was a Kno. Bak 

thing all along before, in the Covenant 18 f „ 

was made with Abralam, and renemec © | 55 

Aſoſes. There was necd of an ex; preſs Pro- = 

E ibition, if n fa Es that h ad ever be n Mem 95 

bers of the vibe Church and Pe: le of God, _ 

had been now to be excluded. Especial oy 

when St. Peter perlwad! 8 the Je WS 10 Chi: | 25 

ſclanit, | 


a, 53 
VI. F 

|. tianity and Baptiſm, tells em; AZ; 3 25. 
« Ae are the Children of the Cot Water which Gon 


= their Children admitted as Church Mem- 
. bers by Circumcilion, and have nothing 
M ſubſtituted for dem inſtcad thereof, 

D711 A. We grant that Baptiſin does reſemble 
BU Circumciſion in many Uſes of it, a Seal, an 
3M Entrance into the Church, Cc. Bur ſo Cid 
F. many ocher things, the Ark of Noah, the 
de:] Da, the Cloud, &c. And therefore your 
Ks Conſequence, that it is to be epplice to the 
Dis fame Perſons as Circumciſion w. $.1 BOL very 
„plain, unleſs you could fhew from Seri ul C 
arch mat r is appointed by Ciniſt to be to us in 
. TOE. 5 or place of Circumciſion. 
$25 The Scripture does ſay that, in eech 
„ hen in Col, 2. 11, 11. it ca It 8 15 iim . 
De 0 70. mcſicn of Criſt : or 1 1 ON more 


—_——— 


made with our Fathers, &c. Now that Core- 

nant had ever included Infants : 
fore when he ſays again, As 2. 3 9. Ke- 
| peat and be baptized, &c. for the Promiſe is to 
Jou and your Children, &c. It follows, that 
they were ſtill to have a Covenant including 


nant alter d much to the worſe in that re- 


£ _ \ 
*" "4 * oo S | 


about Infant-B. PU... 


' 
and chere- 


Infants : or elſe it would have been a Co 


ove- 


ſpect ; if the Jews, when they became Chri- 
ſtians, were to loſe the Advantage of having 


intelligibly and more aprecubly to tlg! 8 
o& St. Paul be rendrcd, is in feveral 
Iranſlations rend: Fg 755 2 Chriſtin Cores 
%,, (3) i. e. the Sacrament Which is 25 
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% 
2 2D 4 


— ti 


— = 2 
= "= . 
N - 


SES 


— — 


— — 


— 


— * 


— 3 
9 


Linen ͤ ä¹l̈n k ͤ 54 


4 
4 
'F| 
1M 
* . 
II 
by 77 
Nik 
+ RIB 
+ ©, nv 
D 
0 8 
IJ 
19 


5; ACn ference between two Nen 
pointes by Chriſt to us inſtead of Circum- 
(11 109 
45, Turn to that Text, and expound it. 
P. he Coloſtans were going 2 to make tic 
Additions to the Chriſtian Religion, One 
Was the 3 01 ſhip of Angels, taught by the 


5 was needleſs; for that having 


Ohrid they were complete in him, whois 


all Angels. And at ver. 11, 12 
the other was needleſs too: For in 
46 MT by ay 
the C. 


Bapti, 1 Ee He cannot mean (3) that they 
camciſed by that Action by whic! 


— 


3 By that which Chriſt has ap 
pointed f , Or inſtead of, Circum ciſton to 


ne grown Men only amongſt 
to the Children; might they 
rexſonably nave objected ; Tie triie, w. 
e Bapti,nn a Inſsead of Circumciſion: But wb! 
He 677. C: ren? : Nothing at all, 

You! Fad 4 (4; ) ail the the ancient Chr har 8 
eau Bali, the Spiritual Circumciſion, the 
Creme fin Ahne without Hamas, the Chriſtian 


Philoſophers: the other, Circumciſion taught 
St Paul at ver. 8, 9, 10, ens 


$ he, 895 are circumciſed, QC. b; 
ch ſion of Chriſt, buried with him in 


— 


1 bis Infancy was circumciſed. He 


St. Paul had meant this a 


about Infint B Bp, 178, 57 


Don't you remember how angry ſon e 
Jews, that had late! 75 8 0 the Shritien 
Faith, were with St. Paul, 1 21. FEP 
that they had heard that lie taught ab tels 
Jews that were among the Gen nie tra: 
they ought not to circumciſe th: Chiller a 
How much m e, think ven, wou they 


3 


hace objected it to him, ik ke lia tasse 
em that they cught not co baſs 17S eint nei 
ther? A 4, ſince we do not fad that 
obje ed that 95 him; we kane reaſonttocon⸗ 
clude that he never taught fo 
A. But neither 1 35 we n 


1 2 th > „* 8 EE oe dE I ͤ ee 
hde;; Fat Se. Fahl made tot Apa 15 
k 
: : 


- 


2 that they Wn 1 3 1 al 4 Tit i 
„ . You don't 20 I there, En en 43 
101 | In 'l e aforeſaid place of his Letter to tu 
10ſt ans (ho v7 by ere onde weich that fort cr 
e juda! Zing Chriſtians) that they had 1:2 


Chriſtian 8 ciſion, 918. Ropers im, 

1 0 not he in his Epiſtle to the Romany 
I. v. 17, tell the Gentiles tha it 5 em- 
71 b 8 the Faith, that they were Row 55474 
into the Ol vectret from which the e Unpefter in 
jews were cut oft, and did parte he of tie 

Root and Fatucſs of the Oliver ite; i. e. Of al 
the Privileges whi nich the 2a n Church had / 
| And does he not! ay, Gal. 3. 14. that the Bl 
ik ng of Abraham is come on the Cineiles? And 
e was not that, a great part of it, to have their 
n Children admitted into the Cove: ant, and la: 
tothe privileges of the Cha rch and beople of 
| Sod? And this Privilese, of bringing ia 
MER D 3 their 
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A Conference between two Men 


their Infants, had been ever granted to ſuch 
Gentiles as did embrace the Jewiſh Religi- 
on: as was ſaid before. 

A. But as ſoon as John Baptiſt came ba- 
Pl. Zing, this Privilege was declar'd to be 
a>rogatcd. For he ſaid to the Phariſees and 
S..dducces that came to be baptiz'd ; Think 
rot to Jay mithin your ſelves, we have Abraham 
ro bu, aher. They muſt ſhew perſonal Fruits 


56 


of Repentance if they would be baptized, 


Hatth. K 4 8, 9 
J. Was this Caſe of theirs any thing like 


that of Infants ? Theſe were a Generation of | 
pers that had by their actual Sins and Hy-! 


pocriſies forfeited all the Covenant Right | 


which they originally had: and had great | 


need of acta Repentance. This does not 


prove that any Infant would have been fo Þ 


{ent back. 


A. None could be ſent back where none 
came or were brought: as we do not read | 


that any Infants at all were brought to 


him. 


P. Tis true: there is no expreſs mention of 
any: nor could it well be expected in an 


Account that is ſo ſhort in all. But if you 


ill read the Books l mentioned, of the Jew- | 
iſh Baptiſm, you will find that they prove it 


to have becn ſo ordinary a thing, and pra- 


ctiſed of courſe, for People that came to 


Baptiſm to bring their Children with em, 


that they take it for granted that thoſe that 


came to John, did ſo: and that the Reaſon it 


18 


is not mention'd, is, becauſe it was a Pra- 
ctice ſo ordinarily known at that time, that 
there was no need to mention it: as for the 
ſame Reaſon you may read in the Old Teſta- 
ment the Hiſtory of Five hundred Vears to- 


dat he might inquire of the Jews their Cu- 
ſtoms, and know much better than we, {peaks 


and ſo does St. Arftin after him. Now ſince 
cas ſo ordinary to bring Infants; if St. 


as Proper to have been recorded 25 the Hij- 


of Baptiſm uſed by the Jews. For matters of 


right Underſtanding of a Practice, than theſe 
Arguments from the Reaſon of the thing; 


| ternally, Had you any other Arguments 
from Mr. 8. 


dities do follow by Conſequences from the 


fant cannot be a Church- member, or one of 
the Church; then Chriſt in his Infancy was 


about Infant Baptiſin. 57 


gether without any mention of any one In- 
tant circumciſed. 
St. Ambroſe, who lived ſonear thoſe times, 


of (5) the Infants baptized by John Bapeiſt: 


John had rejected em, that would have been 


ſtory of his rejecting the Phariſees. 
A, 1 will, God willing, read thoſe Books 


Fact are more material to direct one in the 
which may, 1 ſee, be bandied to and fro e- 


P. He bad me conſider how many Abſur- 
Antipœdobaptiſts Opinion. As, it an In- 
out of his own Church : neither Head, nor 
Part of it. He bad me imagine St. Peter, 


(3) Hit, part 1. Ch. XIII. C. 1, 
D 4 when 


ow 


68 AA Conferexce Letween two Meow 


when he exhorted his Nation to turn Chri- 
ſtians, ſpeaking thus to 'em; Tou and your 
Ch: 2 en have been biꝛberto in C oel But 
now if you will bolizve in Cues you your ſelve: 
a have the Privilcees of the Covenant in 4 
hig ber aegree : but your Ch Hirn n ſhall ve in ny 
better condition than the Pagan World ;, out e, 
any Church-Covenant. And fo that their com. 
ing into a better Condition put their Chil- 

ren into a Worſe. Tliat Chriſt came to 
diipoſieſs Infants of their Covenant Right, 
That if Chriſt were now on Earth, and we 
bronght an Infant to him; he would receive 
and embrace him : and he will no. receive 
inch into his Kin dom of Heaven. But if 
we bring him to be 20 


ug 
£ 


"mitted into bis Church 


or myſtical Body, he will reject him for his 
Inc2pacity. That de that has new his An- Þ 


gel in Heaven (5) beholding the Face of 


| God, i is not worthy to have his Gi rdian or 


$ponſor in the Church on Earth. That in 
10 many Families 7) mentioned in Scripture 

to have been baptiz'd (ſuch an wg and al 
Lis; there were no Children. That all tie 


Chriſtian World ſhould be in an Reg Pro- 


teſtants, Papiſts, Greek Church, all the (8) 
National Churches in the Mu ; 2nd they 

only in the R ight. May we n ſay velch 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. 14. 36. Hat? came the II c 
of God out from jou? or came it unto oi 


(6) NMfatt. 18. 10. 8 ets [62153735 ee 


about Infant-Baptiſm. 50 
only? Or as he ſays, Chap 11. 16. /} any an 
ſeem to be contentions, we have no ſach c 
neither the Churches of God. 

A. Theſe conſequential Proofs of a thing 
are in Doctrines of Morality, &c. of good 
Uſe. But you know what the Antipodo- 
baptiſts ſay; That in a Sacrament of poſt 
tive Inſtitution we are to . 2 58 Orders, 
and are to keep cloſe to the Lette 

P. They are in this reſpect the . 
fair Arguers in the World. When we pie. 


duce the poſitive Inſti tut on, Dilcipis 4: 


Nations, baptizing 'em, they cannot deny 
but in the Literal and Grammatical Ser.e 
intants are part of the Nations, as well es 
Kings, Cc. (who are no more particularly 
named than Infants are.) And when we 
bring Chriſt's poſitive Determination; A's 
perfon that is not horn of Water, can enter; &c. 
They own that Infants are Perſons Aut then 
they come with their Proofs by Con ſeqnencs 
trom other Places, that wemuſt in all REA - 
ſon except Infauts. And yet when tre uſe 
the ſame : ethad in anſwering any Place 
that they bring then Conſequences are no- 
thing. Can they think that God meant 
that in reading bis Word we ſhovld ſuper» 
ſede all Uſe of cur uU. zderdindioz? 

For Baptiſtn it ſeif indecd tb 4 Chr ir- 
an Sacrament, there waz aced of an cxpress 
5 bur hen the 5 biects of It e Fay 

ve. h/ Parity ot Rea 7 5 that ec = 
form: rly were adn itt | 
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The Reſurrection is a Fundamental: yet | | 


Chriſt proved it « 9) by a Contequence. The 


Alteration of the Day of Sabbath is a mart- | 


ter of poſit ve Worſhip: yet we uſe Conſe- 
quences in proving it; and thoſe more lia- 
ble ro Exception (if we would cavil) than 
Baptiſm of Infants. 

But to come nearer to this very matter, 


the at Subjects of Bapriſm - St. Peter thought | 
that Gentiles, unleſs they were circumciſed, | 


were not fit Subjects of Baptiſm. Now the 
Way that he was convinc'd by, in As 10. 
was not by any poſitive Order or expreſs 
Words; Baptize this Cornelius: or, Baptize 
Gentile- en, tho untircumcisd. But when 


he was told that they were no longer | 


zlean, ver. 28. and ſaw the Holy Spirit come 


on them, he concluded by Conſequence, ver. 
47 Can any one forbid Water, that theſe ſhould} 


not be vaptiz'd, who have received the Holz 
Spirit, &c. He went by this Rule ; One that 


is capable of the Ends of Baptiſm, ſhould} 
be baptiz'd, So we ſay; The Children of 


Chriſtians are not wnclean, but capable of 


are not to be denied Water. Mr. Toms 


(9) Matt, 224 31, 32, (1) Exercitation p. 24. 
| bri: 


= 


* 


ſeverol of the Ends of Baptiſm: and con- 
clude (tho' not from theſe only ) that they ? 


| himſelf Gies, (1) / i: ſhoula be made lnonn] 
0 us that Infants are ſanitified, I ſhould not] 
doubt but that they are to be baptized: remein. 


| bring the Saying of Si. Peter: meaning this 


ed here by Conſequences. But I believe that 
will happen to me, which has often happened 
to me. When ! have at any time heard or 
read ſuch Reaſonings as theſe of yours; 1 

have been for the preſent moved, and in- 
dlin'd to return to my old Opinion of Infant- 


of the Scripture it ſelf, and find there the 


N Repent and be baptiz'd. He that believeth and is 
| baptized: Baptized confeſſing their Sins, If 
' thou believeſt with all thy Heart, thou mayſt be 


Adult and not of Infant Baptiſm. But when 


h = - b = = 0 
- "= a} F = 9 o _—_ p 
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about Infant Baptiſm. 61 


Saying. | 
A, It cannot be denied but St. Peter argu- 


Baptiſm. But when I come again to reading 


Tenor of Baptiſm generally to run thus; 


baptized, Then, methinks, I ſee plainly that 
intants have nothing to do with it. And 
then the Anſwer which the Pedobaptiſts do 
give to this, is fo groundleſs and precarious, 
that it turas my Stomach. They diſtinguiſh 
and ſay; Baptiſm is of two Sorts, Adult Bap- 
tiſm, and Infant-Baptiſm : theſe places [peak of 


we ſay; Where then are the places that ſpeak of 
the other? They can produce none. It I ihould 
maintain that Infants may receive the Com- 
munion, and you ſhould confute me with 
that Scripture ; Let a Man examine himſelf, 
and ſo eat. And I ſhould diſtinguiſh ; Comme 
nicants are of two Sorts ; Adult Communicants, 
and Tufimt Comminicants, Would not you 
lay that 1 begg a the Queſtion ? Adult wn 

| tum: 


2 A Cexſerence between two len 


tiſm: Why that's all the Baptiſm that the 
Scripture any where ſets forth. 

P. If you fay thus (and I know that ma- 
ny Ant ipœdobaptiſts do with a broad Aſlu- 
rance ſay ſo: but it you ſay thus) then you 
mult ſay that all the places of Scripture which 
I have now prodvc'd, and others which o— 
thers do produce, do ſignife nothing at all 
to the matter : and to ſay that, unleſs you 


coul] diſprove 'em, is eipher begging the 


Qucu ion, or denying the Concluſion, when 
you cannot oyerthrow the Premilles. 


A. I did not deſign to undervalue your 


Reaſonings. But you cannot deny that the 


Hiſtory of the Baptiſms ia Scripture runs 


with choſe Clavſes which I mentioned. 

P. Tis true: for the moſt part. But you 
do not ſeem to conſider the State of thoſe 
times, and of the People then. They were 
all of em People and Nations that had had 
no Goſpel or Chriſtian Baptiſm before. In 
ſuch a State of things, the firſt and main 
Work was to perſwade the Adult Perſons to 
believe the Goſpel. And that Order of 
Words was in that caſe neceſſary , Preach it 
to em: He that believes it, and is baptized , 
ſhall be ſaved. For thoſe People mult be bap- 
tiz d after they were taught; having had no 
Fathers, that believed that Goſpel, to bap- 
tize em into it before, In the Cafe | put 


before, if Circumciſion inſtead of Baptiſm 
had been appointed, yet ia ſending Apoliles 
to thoſe People our Saviour gou!d hard!y 
| have 
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about Infant Baptiſm. 63 
have expreſſed it after any other manner 
than thus; 3 Go, proſeh te the Nations, circum- 
ci ſi ing 'em: He of them that helicves the Goſpel, 
and 1s circumciſed, ſhall be ſaved: And the 
Hiſtory of their Succeſs would have run 
much as it docs now; © Such a Heathen Man, 
© or ſuch a Number of 'em, in ſuch a City, 

* upon ſuch Preachings and Arguments, Re- 

« pented, confeſſed their Sins, believed with all 
their Heart, and were circumciſed : and yet 
- this, no Argument t that they ſhould not, 

r did not circumciſe their Children. 

A { confeſs that in ſuch a State of things 
the Converting and Baptrzing the grown 
Perſons was the principal Work, and that 
there was more occaſion for mentioning 1 | 
both in the Commiſſion and in the Hiſtory, 
than the baptizing of the Infants. But me- 
thinks, there would have been ſome menti- 
on of the Infants (one at leaſt ) as baptized,if 
they nad been generally baptized. Eſpecially 
when at ſome Places it might have come in 
ſo naturally, that the Context does ſeem to 


require it, if it had been true. As in Ads 8. 


13 They were baptized both Men and Nomen. 
Here one Word added | and Children] would 
have ended all this Diſpute. Can we think 
that God would have ſuffer'd ſuch an Omiſ- 
ſion of one Word in the Recital, which 
would have been of ſach Uſe for the Quiet 
of future Ages? This would not have ſwell'd 
the Book. For that l know, 15 your Pre- 
tence, that in a HKifiory, wkich muſt be 

ſnort, 


64 A Conference between two Men 


ſhort, the particular things that were of 
courſe, could not be all ſet down. 
P. We are not to give Rules how the Scri- 
ptures ſhould have been expreſs'd. In many 
other Controverſies, as well as this, a few 
Words added to the Text, might (as we 
ſhould think) have ended the Diſpute. But 
we ſee the contrary : for Baptiſm it ſelf is 
plainly expreſs'd, and ſo is the other Sacra- 
ment: and yet you ſee a World of People 
in England deny them both. God might, for 
ought we know, leave ſome things more 
difficult to be traced, that we might be under 
a Neceſlity of ftudying his Word, and the 
Nature of his Covenant to us therein decla- 
red, more frequently and attentively. There 
muſt be Hereſies, St. Paul ſays, that they 
which are approved may be made manifeſt. 
We are thankfully to take his Word as it is; 
and to follow that Senſe of it, which upon 


a diligent Search and Weighing of the 


whole, ſeems to us his true Meaning : whe- 
ther ſet down expreſly, or gather'd by good 
Conſequence. a 

A. You ſneak piouſly. We muſt do ſo. 
But that is a Reaſon againſt our taking In- 
tant Baptiſm to be his true meaning, that 
there are no plain Examples of it in his 
Word. That which you urge of Houſholds 
baptiz'd, is not a certain one. And the 0- 


ther, of ſome Children of the Chriſt tans at | 


Corinth mention'd by St. Paul, to have been 


baptiz'd (as you interpret it) is an obſcure 
one, P. Ic 


=_ PSII yo „ 2 OT . ˙— 1. 4 To Pro 41. Dmnial 
: ' SN 9 * MES I 9 „ „ 8 a 


M 


2 r 


about Iufant-Baptiſm. 65 
P. It is obſcure to us now, only for this 
Reaſon; Tis not common with us now to 
viſe the Word [Sauctied] for [Baptized] 
but it was in choſe times a very ordinary uſe 
of it. I am told (2) that it is nor fo little 
as a hundred times, that St. Auſtin for one, 
when he is to ſpeak of Perſons baptiz'd, 
expreſſes it [ ſanctified ] as you ſaw he did 
in the Paſſage I recited to you. And Mr. 
Walker has taken the Pains (3) to produce 
Quotations out of the New Teſtament, and 
almoſt all the Ancient Chriſtian Writers, 
to ſhew that it was a common Phraſe with 
them to ſay LSanctifed ] inſtead of LBap- 
tized] and [Saints] inſtead of, [baptized 
Chriſtians]. It you have a conſcientious de- 
fire to underſtand the true Meaning of a Scri- 
pture- Paſſage; you muſt be at the Pains to 
fatisfie your ſelf by reading ſuch Quotations. 
Elſe, if a Word in the Scripture times ſigni- 
fied one thing, and in our common Uſe ano- 
ther thing; Miſtakes will be unavoidable. 
I profeſs to you ſincerely that I am now ful- 
ly perſwaded that that is the true Senſe of 
the Place; tho' at firſt it ſeemed as new to 
me, as it does now to you. It muſt have 
been ſome viſible Holineſs of the Children, 
from which St. Pau/draws an Argument to 
ſatisfie the Parents of the Expediency of their 
Cohabitation : Some known and cultomary 


(2) Hiſt. part 1. Ch. Xl. 8 9. CEXF-Se&: 2. (3 
Modeſt Plea jor Infant- Bagtiſm, CV. 29. | 
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Privilege which ſuch Children had in the 


Opinion and Practice of that Church: and I 


know of no ſuch that they could have, but 
their Baptiſm. Pray let us put this Caſe : 
Syppoſe you were not an Engliſhman, but a 
Foreigner, and beginning to learn the Eng- 
liſh Language, and did meet in ſome Engliſh 


Book with this Paſſage ; Such a Man's Chil. 


aren are chriſtned, The Word, chriſtned, be- 
ing not vſcd in Scripture, and having n9 
Parallel to it in the Latin Language, nor in 


ſeveral other, you might be to ſeek for the 


Meaning of it. What muſt you do in that 
Caſe ! 8 

A. Why! I wuſt ask ſome body that was 
more converſant in the Exgliſ Language 
and Cuſtoms, what that Word ſignified; and 
what was the Uſe of it among the Engliſh, 


and they would tell me that chi ſignifies, 


made a Chriſtian; and that the Uſe of it a- 
mong the Engliſh, is, to ſtand 2s another 
Word for baptized, So that it is; Such 4 
Man's Chi dren are baptized. 

P. Juſt ſo, if you or 1 meet in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles with this Paſſage; Nom are your 
Chilaren Saints and know not what to make 
of it: We muſt ask ſome Vi-iſter, or other 
Perſon that is more converſact in the Ancient 
Language and Cuſtoms : and he would ſhew 
us by Forty Inſt ances jn St. Paul himſelf, and 
a Thouſand, if need be, in other Writers 
about that time, that the Uſe of that Word, 
Saints; among the Ancients, is, to be as another 
Word 
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Word for Chriſtians. They ſaid; Children 
Sainte, or made Chriſtians and we in Ana- 
logy to it, ſay Children chriſtned, or made 
Chriſtians. And the meaning both of the 
one, and of the other, is bapti ed. 

A. Then I alſo, it ſeems, muſt read thoſe 
Books. But pray tell me, to how many 
Years do you reckon the Hiſtory of the 
Als of the Apoſiles do's reach? 

P. From Chriſt's A ſcenſion to St. Paul's 
fiſt Impriſonment at Rome. 11s much a- 
bout 30 Vears. 

A. The Chriſtians mnſt have had many 
Thouſand Children born to 'em in that ſpace 
of time. 

P. No doubt of it. And you think, 1 ſup- 
poſe, becauſe none of 'em are regiſtred in 
the Ats to have been baptiz'd in Infancy; 
that they were not baptiz'd in Infancy. 

A. That ſeems to me an Argument. 

P. Well. Hold faſt to that Argument. 
And we will put the caſe for once, that the 
Inſtances which 1 brought from the Acts, of 
Houſholds baptiz'd, and the other, of the 
Corinth ans Children, do prove nothing. And 
then Lack you this queſtion; Lo you think 
that thoſe Thonſands of Children were 
ever bantiz'd at any time of their Life 
at all ? 

A. | ſappoſe that zs they grew to Tears 
of diſcretion they were baptized. 
- P. And yet there is no ſuch thing reg1- 
ſtred. 


A. 
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A. Let me ſee, Were none of thoſe 
Men, whoſe Baptiſm is recited in the Acts, 
the Sons of Chriſtians ? 

P. Not one: if thoſe Houſholds that we 
read to have been baptized, had no Children 
in *em. And if you conclude that none of 
_ thoſe Thouſands were baptized in Infancy, 
becauſe it is not mentioned; and 1 conclude 
that they were not. baptiz'd at Age, becauſe 
that is not mentioned neither; the Quakers 
and Socinians (who hold that vihen the Pa- 
rents and Maſters of Families are baptiz'd, 
there is noneed that their Children or Poſte- 


were not baptiz'd at all. 

A. Rather than they ſhall do that, I would 
| grant that there were Children inthe Houſ- 
| holds that were baptiz d: and that the Co- 


„ 


rinthian Infants were baptized. 


P. J hope you will be ſerious in a thing 


that affects your Conſcience ſo much as you 
| fay this does. And | hope alſo that you will 
not eſpouſe a Principle which muſt eſtabliſn 
the Error of thoſe groſly deluded People. 


A. It ſeems to many, that the Church 


of England it ſelf has given up the Cauſe to 
the Antipœdobaptiſts; when in the Cate- 


chiſm they (ſpeaking of Baptiſm in general) 


do own, that there is required of Perſons 


to be baptiz'd, Faith and Repentance z and 
that after this 15 eſtabliſhed in the general, 
What 
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what they ſay afterwards of Infants bapti- 
zed on a promiſe of theſe, comes too late. 
P. There is no doubt, but that all Baptiſm 
whatſnever is on a Covenant; as of the 
Kingdom of Heaven to be given on God's 
part, of Faith and Repentance on the ba- 
ptized Perſons part: only with this diffe- 
rence as to Infants and Adult, viz, that theſe 
Conditions are required to be performed az 
preſent of the Adult; of Infants, when 
they are on Account of Age, capable of 
them. And this is all that the Church 
means, viz. that both adult Perions and 
Infants are baptized on the ſame Covenant, 
which ought to be declared at the Baptiim. 
A. Why then did they not expreſs it 
more diſtinctly in the Anſwer there given, 
and ſay, of adult Perſons if required Faith, 
&c. at preſent ; of Infants, if they live? 
P. Before the Riſe of any Enemies to 
a Doctrine, Men are apt to be unguarded, 
and not ſo diſtin& in their Expreſſions a- 
bout it. Now at the time of compoſing this 
Catechiſm, there was never an Ergliſh Man of 
their Opinion, as the Author of the aforeſaid 
Hiſtory of Inſant Baptiſm (b) has ſhewn. 
A. Let us come to the Second thing, 
which Mr. B. told you was fo uſeful to give 
light in this matter: viz, The Practice of 


the Primitive Chriſtians, who liv'd ſo nigh. 


the times of theApoſties,thar they muſt needs 
know whether Infants were baptiz d in the 
(b) Part 2. ch 8. 6 & Fg 


Apo- 
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Apoſtles time, or not. If I could any ways 
come by a true Account of the practice of 
thoſe ancient Times, I ſhould be much ſway- 
ed by it : Since theſe Men could by alittle 
enquiry know with caſe and certainty the 
matter of fact about which we are in the dark; 
as We Engliſhmen cannot but know what was 
done in England in Q Elizabeth's time in a 
practice ſo public and notorious. And ſince 
our queſtion now is about a matter of Fact 
( what the Apoſtles did in this caſe of In- 
fants) let ſome People ſay what they will in 
lighting of a humane Authority, it never 
can, nor ever ſh3jl, ſink into my Head, but 
that they whole Fathers or Grand ſathers 
liv d in the Apoſtles time muſt know what 
the Apoſtles did in this matter. And where 
the Scripturc 1+ ſhort, or doubtfully expreſt, 
theſe Mens Books are, it ſeems, larger: ſo 
that one would think that learn: d Men might 
be agreed concerning the practice of the 
times I now ſpeak of. But I ſind fo much 
contrariety in the accounts given, that there 
muſt be, on one ſide or on the other, great 
diſingenuity us d by em. I wiſh 1 were able 


to read the Books my ſelf: I would certain» 


ly give a true account, of which {ide ſoever 
I were. You, I perccive, are coniident that 
the Ancient practice was wholly on your 
ide: and ſome Books that I have read, do 
give the account ſo. But then others bring 


in thoſe ancient Fathers ſpeaking all on the 


other ſide. What Verdict can one give up- 
on ſuch contrary evidence? mn 


about Infaut- apts; mm. 71 


P. I am afraid you have read Danvers, 


That Book did me once a great deal of hurt. 

A. And 1 thought it did me a great deal 
of Good. For it leads one thro” all the firſt 
Centuries with Quotations ſhewing that a- 
dult baptiſm only was then in uſe. 

P. You mult of neceſſity read Mr. Baxter's 
Confutation of the ſtrange Forgeries of Mr. H. 
Danvers. Or, Mr. Nes two Books on 
that Subject. With his Appeal to the Anti- 
pœdobaptiſts themſ elv C3, that they ovght to 
renounce ſuch a Man. Or, Mr. Whitſton. 
Or the Hiſtory of Tn; cant-Baptiſm. (4) You 
find that that Bock (which has been ſo map 


nf ed an d handed about among thoſe Peofle, 


and has miſied ſeveral of em) to be a great 
ſhame and diſcredit to their cauſe And in 
this reſpect 1 may ſa, that afterwards it did 
me good too: for it 831 re me an ayverſion to 
that cat iſe which was thought to need ſuch 
forging and perver ting of "1 Fats as 
eren the Papiſts do ſeldom uſe 


A. 1 hal! | 149 82 Of Weng WITCH | red che 
Books. you ſpca k of. Bu TO CLOWN to you 
my ſuſpicion, v Th<Ener chat Jt ation, you 


bronzht juſt 077, 43 our 0 of Tuſtin Al. TOs 
be genuine: Where hie 10a: Es of ſome Chri- 
{12:5 of his acquaintance that were then 70 
Years Old, and had been baptiz'd in their 
CEL dhood. 


2 4 Conference between two Men 
P. The word uſed by Juſtin, 1s not the 


made Diſciples] as I rehearſed it. It is, as 
I told you, the ſame word that is uſed by 
St. Matthew 28. 19. Diſciple the Nations, Bap- 
tixing, &c. | 3 
A. That ſeems to me much one. For our 
reaſon why Infants cannot be baptized, is, 
\ becauſe they cannot be diſcipled. Nor do I 
| ſee what Juftin could mean by the Infants 
being diſcipled to Chriſt, but their being bap< 
tied. But the reaſon of my queſtioning 
whether it be genuine, 1s, becauſe I have uſed 
to mind how early any of the Quotations are, 
that are brought for Infant-Baptiſm. And 
I do not remember that they brought any fo 
early. For Juſtin wrote that Apology at 
the Year after Chriſt's Birth 140. as I re- 
member ; that 1s, within 40 Years of the 
Death of ſome of the laſt Apoſtles : and 70 


into the midſt of the Apoſtles time, and come 
within 36 Years of our $aviour's Death. 

P. The quotation is genuine (as Mr. Z. af. 
ſured me) and the Book unqueſtion d. You 


I beholiding to Mr. Dorrington (5) for obſer- 
ving a Paſſice which ſo many before him had 
[o0ver-look d. 

| A. Some other paſlages of Antiquity that 
you have mentioned, 1 will remember and 
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word it ſelf [Baptized] but [ Diſcipled, or 


Years reckon'd back from that time, do reach 


may not have met with it betcre. Weare 
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examine. Eſpecially that of thoſe Men that 
ſay they had never heard of any Chriſtians 


that did not baptize Infants. Did Mr. B. 
tell you of any more? 


P. Ves. He gave me an account out of the 


Four Firſt Centuries. And in the firſt (6) of 
em (which is the Age of Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles) there are, beſides the Books of Scri- 
pture, but 2 or 3 ſhort pieces left. The 
are on other Subjects, and have no diſcourſe 
directly about Infants. But they ſpeak of 
Original Sin with which we are Born: And 
one of 'em (who wrote before St. John) men- 
tions the neceſſity of baptiſm to all Perſons 
in order to entrance into God's Kingdom, as 
a known Chriſtian Doctrine at that time. 
For he ſays, none can come there without the 
Seal; and that that Seal is Water. 

In the Second, (7) there are alſo but few 
Books left. Yer of thoſe few, what Tuſtin 
ſays, you have heard: and he Giſcourſes 
moreover of Baptiſm bcing to us inſtead of 
Circumciſion : and of Original Sin, &c. 
And Jreneus (wholiv'd 30 Years after Fu- 
ſtin) reckoning up the ſeveral ſorts of Per- 
ſons that are by Chriſt Bora aga'n unto God, 
mentions Infants expreſly among 'em. And 
the Word (Born again | do's with him and 
al Old Writers (and Jin for one) ſignifie 
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Baptiſm as peculiarly as the Word { Chriſt- 
ning] do's with us. 

A. I do not ſee how Infants can be ſaid 
to be born again in any other ſenſe. 

P. Von obſerve right. In the Third Cen- 
tury (8) Tertullian (Vear after the Apoſtles 
102) who was much given to ſingular Opi- 
nions, and oppos d the received practices in 
many things, diſputes againſt the Cuſtom of 
baptizing infants, Virgins, young Widows, 
&c. (at leaſt except in danger of Death) 
I counted his Teſtimony to be as good an 
evidence for Infant Baptiſm as any: for he 
ſo gives his Reaſons and Opinion againſt 
the Cuſtom, as that one plainly perceives 
by his words that it was then actually the 
cuſtom to baptize em. 
Origen, Ten Years after, does in ſeveral 

places ſpeak of lufant Paptiſm, as a known 

and undoubted practice: and (in one of 
'em) as having been ordei 4 by the Apo- 
ſtles. 

A. If that were a known thing at that 
time that the Apoſtles order'd fo; Tertullian 
muſt have been a mad-man to oppoſe it. 

P. Iis probable he did not know it. He 
111d in a Country in Ari, where no Apo- 
ſtle ever came, nor niah it. But Origen 
lived near Juda, and had been born of Chri. 
ſtian Parents; and fo might know it better. 
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the ſame thing, that the Apoſtles practisd 
and order'd it. About 40 Years after Ori- 


gen, one Fidus a Country Biſhop, ſent a ſcru- 


ple of his to St. Cyprian and 66 Biſhops that 


were occaſionally aſſembled; whether the 


Baptiſm of an Infant muſt not always be on 
the 8:þ day after his Birth, becauſe Circum- 
ciſion was ſo. They ſend hima Letter in an- 
ſwer, that his Scruple is vain; that the 
Child may (and muſt, if there be danger of 
Death) be baptiz'd ſooner, and ſpeak of the 
refuſal of it as dangerous to the Soul's health 
of the Child. This was about 150 Years at- 
ter the Apoſtles: and ſome of theſ: 65 Bi- 
ſhops muſt be ſuppoſed to be 70 or 80 year 
Old themſelves, which reaches to half the 
ſpace: And it appears by their Words that 
not one of them made any doubt of Infant- 
Baptiſm. 

A. I remember that Letter: But Danvers 


would have it to be ſpurious. 


P. There is not a piece in all Antiquity 
that can more certainly be proved to be ge 
nuine: For St. Hierom and St. Auſtin do ve- 
ry frequently quote Paſſages out of it. 

A. What? to confirm Infant-baptiſin? 

P. No, I told yo before that they never 
heard of any one that denied that; but to 
confirm the Doctrine of Original Sin, which 
the Pelagians denied, cho chey o ned In- 
fant-Baptiſin. 
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As for the next Century, (9) tis endleſs 


co repeat their ſayings. But I have here a 
Note of their Names. The Council of Eli- 
beris (year after the Apoſtles 205) Optatus 
160. Greg. Natuanzen 260. St. Ambroſe 
274. Siricius 284. St. Auſtin 290. Paulinus 
293. Council of Carthage 297. Another 
ao Another 301. Innocentius 302. 
Hold. Was not that Pope Innocem:? 
5. Ves. 
A. Danvers ſays, he was the firſt that 
— Infants to be Baptized. 


How true that is, you may gueſs by 


Hart have rehearſed. And st. Auſtin (be- 
tore Innocent was Pope) writes that it was 
not decreed in any Council, but had been ever in 
»/ſe. And that 20 Chriſtian Man of any ſort, 
bad ever denied it to be uſeful. (1) 

A. Go on with your Names. 

P. No. Here lll give you the Note. 
There are a great many more of em. They 
do all of em (ſome in ſeveral places of their 
Works, St. Auſtin in above 1000 places) 
ſhew by their Words that Infants were bap- 
tiz'd in their times: and that without Con- 
troverſie. There is not one Man of em that 


pleads for it, or goes about to prove it as a 


ching denied by any Chriſtian, except thoſe 
thitdenied all Water Baptiſm. 


4. Were there chen any Quakers in thoſe 
Days? + On 


Het, Tx 2 1. Ch, Vil, II, Ge. to XXIII. 
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P. There were ſome Hereticks that denied 
all Baptiſm. But it was only ſome of the 
groſfeſt and moſt enormous ones, and ſuch 
as denied the Scriptures alſo, — 

A. And is there no Author in all this 
ſpace of Time that ſpeaks againſt Infant- 
Baptiſm, but only that Tertullian? 

P. Not one among thoſe that owned any 
Baptiſm at all. 

A. Nor none that do ſay that it was the 
cuſtom of ſome Churches to baptize only the 
adult? | 

P. No ſuch thing. 


A. Then (if I find what you ſay to be true) 
I will never believe Danvers Bock any more. 


For he quotes ſeveral Authors of theſetimes 
to ſay: that in the Eaſtern Church they Bap- 
tixed only the Adult. (2) But then in a Poſt» 
{ſcript he corrects that. And for Eaſtern he 
ſays we mult read Weſtern, And if it be 
true of neither of em, how groſs is that? 


But for the ſeveral Secs (3) that were in 


thoſe times, Novatians, Donatiſts, &c. and 
for the Britons he makes a pretence, You 
{ay St. Auſtin knew of no Sect that denied 
Infant-Baptiſm. Had St. Auſin any great 
knowledge of the Sects that were or had 
been? You find he was Ignorant that 7% 


iullian had ſpoken againſt it. 


2) Treat ſe of Infant. Ea ptiſin. cent. q. I. 5 5. Ea. 
2. See Hf. pa: t 2. CV. J. (3) Hit. part 2. CV. I 


E 2 P. He 
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P. Ee had ſo good knowledge, that he 
wrote a Book of all the Sects that were then 
or had been (he reckons 88 and their ſeveral 


Tenets) and ef the Novati ans and Donatifts 


writes largely: But not a Word of their 
denying Iafant Baptiſm. 

But it had been Pelagiz:'s intereſt ( being 
$o hard preſs'd with that Argument; Why 
arc rafoats baptiz'd, if they have no Sin) to 
have found out ſome that denied it, if he 
could. And yet he alſo declares, as I told 
you, that he never heard of any. And he 
was a Briton born, but liv'd moſt part of his 
time at Rome and Jeruſalem, and ſo muſt 
needs have heard of *em, if there had been 
any. 

2 Where may I find the Paſlages of the 
Authors named in your Note, and the reſt 
that you refer to? 

P. If you will read 'em at large, and in 
their order of time, (which I think is better 
than reading of ſcraps) you may ſee em in 
a Book, call'd The Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſin. 
That Writer pretends to little more than 
the mere pains of collecting 'em: but he has 
done it at large, and in the Author's own 


Words, and referr'd to the Book and Chap- 


ter whence they are copied. 

A. Do theſe Fathers ſeem to have conſi- 
dered. thoſe things which the Antipœdobap- 
tiſts do now uſe as Reaſons againſt the bap- 
tizing of Intants : as that hey have no ſenſe 


of the ching, uo Faith, Cc 
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P. Yes. As appears in the Diſcourſe they 
have (4) about the Godfathers profeſ- 
ſing in the Name of the Child, that he 
does renounce, believe, &c. Where they con- 
feſs that the Child bas not in any proper 
Senſe, Faith, &c. but that it is only the God. 
fathers declari ing. in the Name of the Child, 
that Part of the Coverant which the Child 
is bound to believe and perform, if RY live. 
So far are they from thinking this « Reaſon 
againſt the baptizing v1 erg. 

A. Then ey aled Goatarners in tho: 
times too. 

P. Yes. Your own Friend Tereullian (yea: 
after the Apoitles 100) ipeaks of *emas be- 
ing then in uſe, where he ſpeaks of the o- 
ther. And fo do many of the reſt. 

A. But if there was no Church, Sect or 
Society that renounced Infant-Baptiſm ; 
there ſeem to have been a great many parti- 
cular Chriſtians that let their Children grow 
up ber tiz'd. For the Ant ipœdobaptiſts 


bring many (5) Inſtances of Emperors, as. 
e e Sc. and many other Men, as 
Ans "in, &c. that had Chriſtian Parents, and 
yet were ba 2ptiz'c at full Age. And here (ex- 
cuſe me if Ideal freely with you} 1 can prove 


the contrary of WAL For have ſaid, You ſay 
St. Auſtin ney r had heard of any Chriſtian 
of our Op! inion : is plain that his own Fa- 


4 Hiſt. part 2. Che. N. f. i, 1, 16, 7 (5 
Hiſt. part 2. Ch. 3. 
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ther was of this Opinion. I have my ſelf read J th 
Books of Confeſfioms : where he in the Ninth B. 
Book tells how he he was baptiz'd at his own | 
Deſire, being above Thirty years old. i | 
P. IJ have ſeen fourteen ſuch Inſtances 41 
brought. But I have (5) ſeen thirteen of 'em St 
ſnewn to be Miſtakes, or to fail of Proof: he 
and the fourteenth proved to be a diſputa- Y tt 
ble Caſe. But none of them more palpable 
miſtakes than thoſe two you mention. Did 2 
not you read in thoſe Books of St. Auſtin v 
that his Father was a Heathen, and did not! 
turn Chriſtian till a little before his Death ? St 
A. IT did not mind any ſuch thing. Sv 
P. Then when you read 'em again, mind © 


what he ſays, in the firſt Book, Ch. 2. Second | w 
Book Ch. 3. Ninth Book, Ch. 9. you'll find 1 C 


what I ſay to be true. And for Conſtantine, at 
don't you remember that he was the firſt 7 
Chriſtian Emperor? Ct 
A. Yes. Every one has heard of that, tl 


P. Do you think that the firſt Chriſtian m 
Emperor had a Chriſtian Emperor for his 
Father ? Al 
A. Was his Father Emperor? Hi 
P Yes. (6) Conſtantius Chlorus. He died Pp 
at York, poſſeſſed of the Imperial Dignity. 
He died a Heathen. P 
A. Then what makes People write ſuch V 
Balls? I think that after the Fourth Century 0 


(33 Hiſt. part 2. Ch. 3. () Lid. 2 


the 


„ 


about Infant Baptiſm. Ir 
the Antipœdobaptiſts do confeſs that Infant 
Baptiſm did generally prevail. 


P. Yes. Mr. Tombs ſays, (7) That St. A. 


ſtin's Authority carried it in the following Ages 
almoſt without control Which is hard, whe: 
St. Auſtin profeſſes ſolemnly that he never 
heard of any one in his time, or cver beio-c, 
that oppos'd it. 

A. But hark ye. Did not theſe ancient 

Chriſtians give the Communion to infants as 
well as Baptiſm ? 
P. No. None of the moſt ancient. (8) In 
St. Cyprian's time there was a Cuſtom of g 
ving it in his Church to young Boys or Girls 
of about four or five year old. And after- 
wards meer Infants received it in ſong 
Churches. But not till after the year 400. 
as far as I can find. I believe that Pope In- 
nocent, whom Danvers makes the firſt De- 
creer of Infant-Baptiſm, was really the firſt 
that decreed that they muſt receive the Com- 
munion. 

A. In what manner do you find that theſe 


ancient Chriſtians adminiſtred Baptiſm to 


Infants and others? By dipping ? Or by 
pouring Water on the Face? 

P. By dipping generally. (9) But if the 
Perſon were weak, ſo that BOING into the 
Water might endanger his Life; or in times 
of great haſte, want of Water, or other ne- 


(/) Examen part 1.4. 8. (8) Hiſt. part 2 Ch, L 
58. 15, 16, 17. (0) Hiſt. part 2. Ch. LI. 5. 2. 
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ceſſity, they gave it by putting Water on 
the Face. 


be of the Efſenee of Baptiſm : So as that a 
Perion baptiz'd by putting Water on the 
Face, ſnould be accounted as not ſufficient- 
iy baptiz'd. Our Saviour in his Command 
uled only this Word, Baptize. Now what 
did Mr. B. tell you was the proper Signifi- 
_ Cation and Uſe of that Word in other pla- 
ces of Scripture ?_ 

P. The Word, to baptize, in Scripture (1) 
is uſed for any waſhing, whether in whole 
or in part; whether in a Sacramental way, 
or on other Occaſions. And the Sacramen- 
tal waſhing is ſometimes expreſs'd by the 
word Baptize,and ſometimes by other words 
that are uſed for common waſhing. 

A. What places of Scripturedid he bring, 
where the word Baptize is uſed for any o- 
ther waſhing than that of dipping ? 

P. L:ke 11.38. The waſhing of tae Hands 
is called the baptizing of the Man. For where 
we read; The Phariſee marvelled that he had 
not waſhed before Dinner. St. Luke's own 
words are; That ke was not baptized before 
Dinner. And ſo, where we read; Mark 7. 
4. When they came from Market, except they 
waſh, they cat not. St. Mark's own words are; 
Except they be baptized, they eat net. Now 
this waſhing before Dinner was only the 


(1) Hiſt. part 2. Ch. VU. 5. E. p. 219. 


PENS 


A. Then they did not think dipping to 
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waſhing of the Hands: as we ſee, Mark 
7. 5. and that was by a Servant's pouring 
Water on the Hands, He brought alſo ſe- 
reral other places. oo 

A. And where is the Sacramental waſhing 
expreſsd by other words that are uſed for 
common waſhing ? 

P. Eph. 5. 26. The waſhing of Water. Tit. 
3. 5- The waſhing of Regeneration. Heb. 10. 
22. Having our Bodies waſhed. The word 
here uied in the Original, is not baptizing, 
but (as Mr. B. aſſured me) the ſame that 1s 
 _vied,, Acts 16. 33. He waſhed their Stripes. 

No Man will think they were put into th 
Water for that. ” 
Ai. I ſhall be leſs anxious about this: part- 
| 1y becauſe our Saviour has given us a Rule, 

Hatt h. 12. 3, 4, 7- that what is needful to 
preſerve Life, is to be preferred before out- 
ward Ceremonies : and partly becauſe in the 

Church of England (and fol ſuppoſe in other 
Churches) any Man may have his Child 
dipped at Baptiſm, if he will venture the 
Life of his Child. 

But for the Baptizing of Infants, I ſhall 
conſider, read and confer on the ſeveral 
things you have menticn'd : and what will 
be the Reſulr,l know not: but Iam reſolv'd 
to take your Advice in conferring, with our 
Curate, or ſome other Minifter, before | 
determine on any Alteration. For I {11d that 
they know many things that are welt ip 

| 55 


84 A Conference between two Men, &c. 
find the true Senſe of a Scripture-Paſlage, 
more than we do: 

P. If you do ſo; and with an unprejudic'd 
Mind ; I do not much doubt but that, by the 
Grace of God, you will not only overcome 
all your Scruples, but alſo be more confirm'd 
In the Opinion of the Validity of your Bap- 
tiſm, and more thankful for the Spiritual Be- 
ne ts conveyed to you by it, than ever you 
were before your doubting : as (I thank 
God) I am. There are many that were of 
our Church, who are now far gone in their 
new Ways, and become Teachers in 'em, 
who wanted nothing, but this. to have kept 


dem ſteady in the Unity of the Church of 


Chriſt, and of its Doctrines. 


#7 N: £ £& 


) 


BOOKS Printed : Aud are to be Sold 
by Joſeph Downing i» Bartholo- 
mew-Cloſe ear Weſt-Smithſield. 


N Account of ſome Remarkable Paſſages 
4 in the Life of a Private Gentleman; with 
Reflections thereon, In Three Parts. Intend- 
ed to awaken the Preſumptuous, convince the 
Sceptick, and encourage the Deſpondent. Left 
under his own, Hand, ro be communicared to the 
Publick after his Deceaſe. 

A Method of Devotion: Or, Rules for Holy 
and Devout Living, with Prayers on ſeveral Oc- 
caſions, and Advices and Devotions for the Holy 
Sacrament. In two Parts. 0 

A Companion for the Afflicted, whether in 
Mind, Body, or Eſtate. Being a Collection 
of Texts of Scripture, and Forms of Prayer, 
ſuited to rhe ſeveral Conditions of Perſons in 
Affliction, to which is added, Directions and 
Prayers, for the Receiving rhe Holy Sacrament, 
and a Morning and Evening Prayer for the Ule 
of Families. By John Lews, Rector of Aecryſe, 
inthe Dioceſs of Canterbury, | 

The Grounds and Principles of the Chriſtian 


Religion, explained in a Catechetical Dit- 


courſe, for the Inſtruction of young People. 
Written in French by F. F. Oftervald, Paſtor ot 
the Church of Newfchatel, and Author of a 
Book, entituled, 4 Treatiſe concerning the Cauſes 


of 


Advertiſement. 


of the prefent Corruption of Chriſtians, and the Wit 
Remedies thereof. Rendred into Engliſh by Mr, Co 
pn. Manley: And revis d by George Stanhope, J ar, 

at | b 4 

An Exhortation to the Belicf and Practice Ea 
of real Religion : With Cautions againſt ſome YT the 
Miftakes about it. Together with ſhort Rules for nel 


a Holy Life, | 
The Exemplary Life of James Bonnel, Eq; ed 


late Accomprant General of Tre/and, To which tin 
is added, The Sermon p reach'd at his Funeral, 1 dit 
by Edward Ld. Biſhop of Killmore and Ardasb. | P 
The Life by M"liam Hamilton, A. M. Archiea- |! by 
con of Armagh, And atteſted by Seven of the ll fo 
moſt em nent Biſhops of the Kingdom of Ie I la 
land. 3 d. Edit. LES 0 
A Friendly Letter in Three Parts. I. To all 1 p- 
Ycung-Men, ſhewing the Benefit of a Religi— hi; 
ous Converſation. II. Fo Maſters of Families, 
III. Shewing ſome Marks of a Chriſtian, or, the P 
Character of a good Man. The Second Edition 01 
corrected and enlarged. Price bound 15. fc 
An Account of the Societies for Reforma- C 
rion of Manners in England and Ireland, Sc. tl 
Fifth Edit. | | t 
A Help ro a National Reformation. Publiſhed - f 


for the Eaſe and Direction of al]! Officers, and 
others. The Fifth Edition. 59 | r 
An Acccunt of the Progreſs of the Refor- j 
mation of Manners in Enzlind, Scetlaud, and ; 
Ireland, and other Parts of the World, Sc. The 
Eleventh Edition. | 
The Chriſtian School. Maſter :Or the Duty of 
thoſe who are em loy'd in the publick Inſtructi- 
on of Children: Especially in Charity Schools» 
To which is added, a Collection of Prayers for 
the Uſe of Maſters and Scholars. Together 
WI 


Advetiſement. 


with Directions and Iuſtructions concerning 
Confirmation; with ſuitable Deyotions before, 
at, and after it. 

A Kind Caution to Prophane Swearers. An 
Earneſt Perſwaſive to the ſerious Obſervance of 
3 Lord's-Day. A Diſſwaſive from Drunken- 
neſs. 

The Harmony of the Holy Goſpels digeſt- 
ed into one Hiſtory, according to the Order of 
time. Divided into 315 Leſſons, with ſuitable Me- 
ditations and Prayers ſubjoined to each Leſſon. 
Done originally by the Author of the Devotions 
by way of Offices, Publiſhed by Dr. Hicks. Re. 
formed and improved by F:mes Bonnell, Eſq; 
late Accompracr General of Ireland, for his 
own. Uſe, Ard now publiſhed from his own 
pa ers for the Uſe of cthers. By the Author of 
his: Life, 

The Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm, In Two 
Parts. The Firſt being an impartial Collecti- 
on of all ſuch Paſſages in rhe Writers of the 
four firſt Centuries as do make FOR or A- 
GAINST it. The Second, containing ſeveral 
things that do help to illuſtrate rhe faid 
Hiſtory, 40. By V. Wall, Vicar of Sherebam 
in Kent, | 

Pietas Hallenſis: Being an Hiſtorical Nar- 
ration of the wenderful Feor-Steps of Divine 
Providence in Erecting, Carry ing on, and Build. 
ing the Orphan-Houſe, and other charitable In. 


ſtitutions, at Glaucha near Hall in Saxony, with- 


out any viſible Fond to ſup vrt it. By Auguſtus 
Hermannus French ; Profefliur of Divinity in the 
Frederician Univerity of Hall, Paſtor of Glaucha, 
and Director of the P.uus Feu dations there. 
With an Append x ging a m re clear and full 
View of the P:ogieſs of Learning and 3 

lan 


2 


4 . KY _ Pom PF. . 9 

8 =. Y - = + Yoo £ L — 1 e 9 G4 > FP 

7 4 o . P F , 6 & —- * LL ( - * # 4 
1 = Y — = # y * 

„eee 5 S_ 0 Ln. = 1 Sa 1 = * > 


— ü 


pendancé. 


8 Advertiſement. 

tian Piety, both in the faid Univerſity, and 
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in the Royal Collegiate Schools under the 


Prorection and Patronage of the preſent King 
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The Young Man's Monztor, ſhewing the grear 
Hap; ineſs of Early Piery, and the dreadful Con- 


ſequence of indulging youthful Luſts. 
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the Neceſſity of it ſhewn in the Buſineſs of Re- 
pentance. Price 2d. 

An Admonition ro thoſe who Prophane the 
Lord's Day, Conſiſting of Texts of Scripture, 
wich the Opinion of Judge Hale, and others, and 
ome Remarkable Judgments taken out of Mr. 
Clark and Mr, Turner. 

The Young Man's Monitor, ſicwing the great 
Happineſs of Early Piety, and the dreadful Conſe. 
quence of Indulging youthful Luſts. | 

The Neceſſary Dury of Family Prayer, and 
the deplorable Condition of Prayerleſs Families 
confider'd. In a Letter from a Miniſter to his 
Pariſhioners. With Prayers for their Uſc* The 
Second Edition. Price 1d. 

A Serious Addrels to God-Fathers and God- 
Mothers. Shewing the Nature of their Under- 
taking, the Reaſon and Excellency of the Inſtitu- 


tion, and the happy Advantages it gives ſuch 


Sureties, to promote the Glory of God, and 
Price 2d. | 
Prayers for the Uſe of the Charity Schools. 
The Cale of Re-1:iniion briefly ſtated : And 
che vecefſiiy of ir ſhewn in the Buſineſs of Re- 


pentance. Price 2d. 


1avertiement, 
Chiftian Equity: Or, the Royal Law of de- 
ing as we would be done by. Both by Fames 
Talbott, D. D. Chapiain to his Grace the Duke 
of Sommerſet, and Rector of Spofforthin York ſhire, 

The Excellency of rhe Chriſtian Religion. 
Conſiſting of Expoſitions, Paraphraſes, Hymns, 
and Prayers. Compoſed for the Ule of the De. 


vout. By the Author of the Worthy Communi- 


cant, Price 6d. | | 

Paſtoral Advice to young Perſons in order to 
their being confirmed by the Biſhop. | 

Morning and Evening Prayers for Families and 
private Pericns ; as Maſters, Miſtreſſes, Children 
and Servants. Price 2d. 

A Friendly Diſcourſe concerning Prophane 
Curſing and Swearing. The Second Edition. 
Price 2d. 

A Familiar Exhortation to the Receiving the 
Lord's Supper. In Three Diſcourſes. By Theo- 
philus Dorrington, Rector of NMattreſpam. Price ad. 

The Chriftian Education of Children, in a 
Letter to a Friend. In which are contain'd the 
Fundamental Truths cf Religion, and the Duties 
of a Chriſtian Life. Price Ed. 

Paſtoral Advice to a young Perion before he is 
C cnfirmed by the Biſhop. 

Paſtoral Advice to a young Perſon lately con- 
armed by the Biſhop, 


